
A rendition of the new Kirk Kerkorian School of Medicine set to open in the fall of 2022.  Photo 
courtesy of UNLV Kirk Kerkorian School of Medicine 
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By Mark Credico 
Staff Writer

   Students from UNLV’s Kirk 
Kerkorian School of Medicine 
held a meeting called “Med 
School 101: How It Started 
vs. How It’s Going” on Nov. 
10. In the meeting, three first-
generation students of medicine 
discussed helpful strategies to 
help their audience in their 
application to medical school. 
   “Like most medical schools in 
the country, the medical school 
application process is centralized 
through a service known as its 
centralized to the Association 
of American Medical Colleges,” 
said UNLV’s dean of the Kirk 
Kerkorian School of Medicine and 
vice president of health affairs, 
Marc J. Kahn. “Applicants apply 
using the portal that the AAMC 
provides, they’re then asked to 
submit a secondary application 
where we get information that 

pertains more to our school, it’s 
more specific. Applicants are then 
interviewed for acceptance.”
   Kahn mentions that currently, 
those interviews are virtual, but in 
the past, they’ve been in person. 
   “The admissions committee 
looks at the file. So they look at 
the interview reports, and they 
make a decision whether an 
applicant is admitted or not. I 
should mention that the decision to 
interview is also under the purview 
of the admissions committee, 
they decide who they’re going 
to interview.” Kahn explained. 
“So it’s a multi step process. 
It’s an application, a personal 
interview, and then a decision.”
   The presenters told the 
meeting that while good grades, 
especially the grades of the 
classes  in the later part of a 
students degree, are important, 
but not the only requirement 
for a successful application.
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Rebel Hockey wins Chicago Classic

By Jimmy Romo
News Editor

   In front of a live 
audience, The Neva-
da Independent sat 
with Nevada System 
of Higher Education 
Chancellor, Melody 
Rose and provided 
insight from the pan-
demic and the budget 
at Myron’s, located in-
side The Smith Center. 
   The last IndyTalks of 

the year brought The 
Nevada Indepdendent’s 
CEO, Jon Ralston 
and higher education 
reporter, Jacob Solis 
to moderate the hour-
long discussion. 
   Rose became chan-
cellor during the front 
half of the pandem-
ic, June of 2020 and 
serves 107,000 stu-
dents. She said that 
her and her husband 
were ready for adven-

ture and change as she 
served as a leader for 
over two decades in 
Oregon’s higher educa-
tion system.  
   “The challenge [in 
Nevda’s higher edu-
cation] if I could boil 
it down is to create a 
college-going culture,” 
said Rose. “So we can 
talk about budget woes, 
we can talk about 
changes in the busi-
ness model, we can 

talk about all of those 
things but truly the 
number one thing that 
attracted me to this 
opportunity is the fact 
that we have a very low 
capture rate of high 
school seniors.” 
   She also points out 
that Nevada is consis-
tently ranked one of 
the lowest in the per-
centage of high school 
graduates that will go 

IndyTalks with Chancellor Rose

Zach Wickson (31) keeps his eye on the puck 
to prepare for a block during the game against 
Illinois on Oct. 2, 2021. Photo by Kayla Faasse

SEE INDYTALKS on pg. 6
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Sports Editor
   
     Rebel Hockey 
dominated the 2021 
Chicago Classic tour-
nament over the week-
end, coming out with 
three straight wins and 
the championship title. 
   “Obviously, I’m 
really proud of the 
guys,” head coach 
Anthony Greener said. 
“I’ve been here six 

years with Coach Nick 
[Robone] and this is 
the closest knit group 
we’ve had. So it’s great 
to see that they have 
won three games in a 
row.”

Adrian College, Nov. 19

    The Rebels con-
quered the Adrian 
Bulldogs 4-2 in the 
first game of the Chi-
cago Classic as they 

improved to the next 
round. 
   The Bulldogs entered 
the tournament with 
a 14-2 record and as 
the defending ACHA 
national champions, 
but the Rebels came 
out strong defensively 
to maintain their win 
streak while hindering 
Adrian’s eight-game 
streak. 
   The first period 
showed off the 

defense for both teams, 
as the puck was traded 
back-and-forth down 
the ice for possession 
between the two teams. 
   Max Johnson kicked 
off the scoring for 
the night with a pow-
er-play goal with 57 
seconds left on the 
clock. The goal was 
assisted by Hunter 
Muzzillo and Luke 
Burke. 

SEE REBEL HOCKEY on pg. 14
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
New Student Spring 
2022 Registration
November 22
All Day
LBC 1

UNLV Symphony Orchestra
November 23
7:30pm
Ham Concert Hall

Brain Health and You: 
A Lunchtime Forum
November 24
12pm - 1pm
Remote

No School Thanksgiving Day Recess
November 26
No School

Monday: Students can stop by and learn more information about the Spring 2022 semester and get help with registration for classes.
Tuesday: The UNLV Symphony Orchestra, conducted by Taras Krysa, performs works from Vaughan Williams, Bruch, and Elgar. Tickets will be available at the Performing Art Center box 
office for students and faculty for just $10.
Wednesday: This is a part of a series of forums by the UNLV School of Integrated Health Sciences to discuss important aspects of what individuals can do to improve brain health. 
Contact andrea.roa@unlv.edu for more information.
Thursday: Campus will be closed for Thanksgiving Day recess.
Friday: Campus will be closed for Thanksgiving Day recess.
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By Vanessa Marie Booth
Managing Editor

  UNLV’s last Rebels Af-
ter Dark event for the year 
featured a Movie night that 
featured Guardians of the 
Galaxy which brought stu-
dents together in their pajamas 
and blankets to enjoy pizza, 
hot chocolate and a lunar 
eclipse that peered through 
the cloudy night. 
   The event welcomed ap-
proximately 100 students from 
across campus to the UNLV 
Amphitheater located by the 
Pida Plaza. 
   When arriving at the event, 
students checked in with their 
Rebel Events pass and were 
able to pick up a copy of the 
debuted UNLV Premiere 25th 
Anniversary drone photo. Fol-
lowing this, students socialized 
with one another, stood in 
line for pizza, popcorn, hot 
chocolate, and cookies, and 
then sat down to watch Dis-
ney’s Guardians of the Galaxy 
with blankets and pillows. 
   Tanner Donovan, a com-
puter science student who 
attended the movie night told 
the Scarlet & Gray, “My fa-
vorite part about this event is 
seeing everyone come together 
right before the holidays to 
enjoy the great weather, pizza, 
and friends while watching 
Guardians of the Galaxy. The 

pizza was fantastic, the staff 
was amazing, and the lunar 
eclipse was memorable.”
   The event hosted not just a 
movie but also debuted during 
a lunar eclipse. It was the 
longest partial eclipse in 580 
years and darkened the moon 
for the majority of the globe. 
   The historic near-total 
lunar eclipse casted a red hue 
nearing the end of the movie 
night, but was an added touch 
to the outside landscape of 
the event as stated by many 
students in attendance. 
   “Our movie night is one 
of the culminating events of 
the semester and it has been 
such a great time getting to 
know all of the students and 
being able to bring back all of 
these events to campus,” said 
a member of the Rebel Events 
Board, Madelyn Schmit. 
“This event was such a nice 
way to bring students togeth-
er to celebrate the end of the 
semester and our board is so 
excited for what next year 
holds.”
   The Rebel Events Board is a 
registered student organization 
on UNLV’s campus dedicat-
ed to creating, planning, and 
executing campus wide events. 
Past events similar to Rebels 
After Dark are their Open Mic 
Nights, Halloween Harvest, 
and painting events. 
   “While this movie night 

wasn’t as hectic and complex 
as some of our other events, 
it still was such a great oppor-
tunity for us to come together 
and create a cozy environment 
for students to celebrate the 
end of the semester before the 
holidays,” said a member of 
the evening events committee, 
Mounzer Zein. 
   For students interest-
ed in getting involved with 
the Rebel Events Board, 
the student-led organization 
holds meetings every Tuesday 
at 5:30 p.m. in the Student 
Union.
   “A way that students can 
get involved is through the 
student involvement center 
online where students can sign 
up for the free club mem-
bership and then they will 
be contacted by the board to 
join the group and attend the 
weekly meetings,” said Rebel 
Event Boards newest member, 
Elyssa Molinari.

Contact Vanessa Marie Booth
E: managing.freepress@unlv.edu
M: (702) 272-6722

Students crowded in the Alumni Amphitheatre to watch a movie and eat snacks for the last Rebels After Dark event of the 
year. Photo by Jimmy Romo

Flowers in Pida Plaza where the Rebels After 
Dark was held.  Photo by Kayla Faasse



By Vanessa Marie Booth
Managing Editor

   The seventh annual Summit 
on Nevada Education welcomed 
P-20 leaders from across the 
state to discuss current education 
challenges, methods for effective 
policy making & advocacy, and 
the exploration of community-fo-
cused approaches to addressing 
student needs. 
   The start of the summit opened 
up with warm remarks from uni-
versity leaders like Danica Hays, 
Dean of the UNLV College of 
Education, and Chris Heavey, 
UNLV Executive vice-president 
and provost. 
   “On behalf of the UNLV’s 
College of Education, it’s my 
pleasure to welcome you to this 
year’s Summit on Nevada Edu-
cation,” Hays said. “This year’s 
theme- ‘The Whole Student, The 
Whole Community’ - is no acci-
dent. As we appear to hopefully 
be emerging from the pandemic, 
the importance of communi-
ty wide collaborations to foster 
student success is more apparent 
than ever.”
   Heavey continues the opening 

extending thank you’s to campus 
and community leaders. “I want 
to thank the trustees, the spon-
sors, the regents, the chancellor, 
the superintendent, and all of the 
presenters for their service. I want 
to thank all of the attendees for 
caring about the most important 
issue of our day, building the 
potential of our youth and com-
munity.” 
   Other education leaders took 
the stage to discuss UNLV’s Stu-
dent Success Initiative (SSI), a 
program aimed at supporting pro-
spective teachers to pursue their 
bachelors degrees and support 
them throughout their journeys. 
The SSI is centered around three 
programs which are Paraprofes-
sional Pathways Program, Dual 
Enrollment, and Cross the Finish 
Line Grants. 
   Following the opening, a 
morning panel discussion titled, 
“Solving Education’s Wicked 
Problem,” was moderated by Jon 
Ralston, CEO of The Nevada 
Independent. The panel featured 
Nevada state superintendent 
Jhone Ebert, Nevada System of 
Higher Education Chancellor 
Melody Rose and Clark County 
School District superintendent 
Jesus Jara.

   During the panel discussion, 
topics surrounding interdependent 
and intertwined issues like the 
economy, health care, housing, 
race, and education were hot sub-
ject matters. Panelists discussed 
how these factors are inextricably 
tied to student success and that 
P-20 leaders must develop com-
prehensive policy solutions for 
Nevada’s kids. 
   “We have to appreciate contri-
butions that R1 institutions like 
UNLV and UNR can contrib-
ute. Our labs, research hubs, and 
institutions are the beating heart 
of innovation and productivity,” 
said Rose. “We need to be very 
assertive in sharing what we have 
to offer in higher education to 
attract the new wave of industry 
leaders to Southern Nevada and 
all of the State.” Rose finished 
her remarks by discussing that a 
primary task for her is changing 
the college going culture in Neva-
da to attract a new generation of 
diverse students. 
   Following the break, con-
ference attendees were sent to 
breakout sessions that covered 
a number of hot higher educa-
tion topics like the role of labor 
organizations, strategies for equity 
school improvement and critical 
race theory. 
   One of the highlights during 
the summit was the lunch keynote 
delivered by Juliana Urtubey, 
Nevada’s national teacher of the 
year. During the keynote presen-
tation, conference attendees ate 
lunch and listened to Urtubey’s 
life story as an educator and 
change-agent. Urtubey highlight-
ed her experiences as a first-gen-
eration, bilingual immigrant and 
how she wanted those experiences 
and identities to be mirrored in 

the students she taught. 
   Now serving as Nevada’s first 
ever national teacher of the year, 
Urtubey has traveled the na-
tion to speak at conferences and 
worked alongside the First Lady 
of the U.S., Jill Biden, spread-
ing her message of beautifying 
schools, unifying communities 
and uplifting student experiences 
and identities. 

Urtubey told the Scarlet & Gray 
Free Press that, “There’s a lot of 
things to pay attention to. There’s 
special education where we need 
to fully fund the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act, ensur-
ing we have systems in place for 
all the kids who have backlogged 
counseling evaluations, and cen-
tering teachers in policy decisions 
while respecting their work and 
contributions.”

Urtubey’s advice to other UNLV 
students aspiring to pursue educa-
tion is that they learn how to tell 
their story in a way that ampli-
fies and uplifts all communities. 
“Staying true to who you really 
are is so important for students 
as they can see themselves repre-
sented in you.”

The rest of the summit featured 
unique breakout sessions and 
online presentations, as well as 
opportunities for P-20 leaders to 
connect with others in their field.

Contact Vanessa Marie Booth
E: managing.freepress@unlv.edu
M: (702) 272-6722
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UNLV hosts 7th annual Summit on Nevada Education

Moderator Jon Ralson (left) and panalist Jhone Ebert, Melody Rose, Jesus Jara (right) 
at the Summit on Nevada Education. Photo by Jimmy Romo

Continued from pg. 1

   They spent a lot of time talking 
about how applicants also need 
a strong resume of volunteering, 
medical work experience, shad-
owing doctors and letters of rec-
ommendation to give themselves 
the best chance of admission to 
medical school. 
   “We want to ensure that stu-
dents who come to medical 
school know what being a doctor 
is, and there’s lots of ways to do 
that,” Kahn said. “We want to 
make sure that you’ve had some 
clinical exposure, so that you 
know what you’re getting yourself 
into, that can be anything from 
shadowing a doctor, to some 
students getting their EMT li-
cense and work as EMT’s, some 
students work as scribes. Those 

are very meaningful experiences, 
and we’re confident that students 
who have those experiences know 
what they’re getting into with the 
medical profession.”
   This extracurricular work can 
also help another important qual-
ity for an application, network-
ing. The speakers at the meeting 
emphasized how much help 
networking in Nevada’s health 
care system is to both a medical 
school application and medical 
career, ranging from letters of 
recommendation to job opportu-
nities. Khan echoed this notion 
when he said that having a con-
nection with the state of Nevada 
is vital to acceptance to UNLV’s 
medical school. 
   “We look for students at 
UNLV, who have a connection 
to our state, our mission is to 
serve our community,” Khan 

said. “And in doing so we want 
to make sure we train doctors for 
our community. So people apply 
from out of state and have no 
connection. Frankly, they don’t 
even get interviewed. That’s not 
who we’re looking for.”
   The medical students in the 
meeting emphasized that what 
is most important for students 
to have success is passion. They 
made clear that being passionate 
about the kind of work that you 
do toward your application will 
help it much more than partic-
ipating to just check off a box 
on the application. The speakers 
also said that being able to speak 
passionately about the work in 
the interview also helps chances 
of being accepted.
   “Medicine is a great profes-
sion,” Kahn said. “I never wake 
up in the morning and dread 

what I’m going to do. It’s a real 
privilege to be able to take care 
of patients. And it’s a privilege to 
train the next generation of health 
care providers for Las Vegas. So I 
would encourage those students, I 
would encourage them to, again, 
major in something that you’re 
passionate about, that doesn’t 
have to be a natural science. I 
encourage them to do well in 
school, I encourage them to stay 
involved in their community. And 
I encourage them to make sure 
they have the experiences that let 
an admissions committee know 
that they know what being a doc-
tor is all about.”
 
  
Contact Mark Credico:
E: credico@unlv.nevada.edu

What it actually takes to go to medical school 
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Kappa Sigma hosts Fight Night for charity 

By Kayla Faasse
Sports Editor

   UNLV’s Kappa Sigma hosts 
its 10 annual Fight Night to raise 
money for the Center Ring Box-
ing Club located in Northeast Las 
Vegas. 
   The club’s goal is to help estab-
lish and facilitate boxing pro-
grams for the youth, ages 8 to 18, 
and their families who promote 
the improved image of boxing. 
   “It’s bigger than us. It’s going 
to the families that are affected,” 
Kappa Sigma president Kevin 
Keo said. “Basically Center Ring 
Boxing is for low-income under-
privileged kids. They don’t really 
have that much money to play 
sports, so they turn to boxing as 
a way to have a positive influence 
in their life.”
   “Center Ring Boxing offers 
a $10 fee, but it’s a yearly fee. 
They do matches and training- 
everyone in the Center Ring are 
volunteers, the coaches, staff, and 
even the directory board. COVID 
almost put them out of business, 
so this year we’re trying to help 
them out as much as we can.”
   The event takes around six 
months of preparation with all the 
fighters taking part in the night 
being volunteers from around 
campus. 
   Fight Night started in 2011 
as a way to get the members of 
Kappa SIgma involved in doing 
something together, especially for 
a charity. Back then, it wasn’t 
opened up for other organizations 
to participate, just the brothers of 
Kappa Sigma. 
   Now, the event has about 
seven different organizations from 
UNLV involved in making it a 
huge success. 
   “It feels crazy. We were not 
expecting this at all,” event 
coordinator Anthony Iorio said. 
“We’ve only been selling tickets 

for a month now, and we just 
keep seeing the tickets go up. We 
just want the event to go perfectly 
fine.”
   Fans for Fight Night were 
offered three different sections for 
tickets, with the top two tickets 
for VIP and general admission 
completely sold out. 
   The main event consisted 
of Emmanuel Aleman fighting 
Nathan Valencia, with Aleman 
coming out on top. 
   In the future, Kappa Sigma is 
hoping to bring out special guests 
for Fight Night, with the UFC 
and boxing scene growing in Las 
Vegas.
   Kappa Sigma refused to dis-
close further information about 
the charity event. 

Contact Kayla Faasse
E: sports.freepress@unlv.edu
M: (702) 353-1994

Jake Avecilla (right) fights Tyler Quinn (left) during Sigma Kappa’s 10th annual Fight Night. Photo by Isaac Garcia

Marcy Moncravie (left) fights Caren Yap (right) during Sigma Kappa’s 11th annual Fight Night. 
Photo by Isaac Garcia

Joshua Chavez (right) wins against Daniel Corona (left) during Sigma Kappa’s 11th annual Fight Night. Photo by Isaac Garcia.
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   into higher education. That’s 
an important issue to solve for 
Rose. 
   With her experience in Oregon 
and a national consultant, she 
believes that her fresh perspective 
can offer a solution to the prob-
lem. 
   Solis pointed out that Neva-
da’s economy revolves around the 
gaming sector, resulting in the job 
market relying on positions that 
are not required to have a college 
degree. Rose combats the issue 
with her time in Oregon. 
   “You have to work in partner-
ship and you have to be willing 
as chancellor to go into class-
rooms of second graders and fifth 
graders and begin to talk to them 
about what it means to go to col-
lege,” said Rose. “Whether you’re 
part of the wolf pack or you’re 
a rebel, when you’re in second 
grade we’re going to be thinking 
about you and we’re going to be 
thinking about what your needs 
will be 10 years from now at our 
institutions.” 
   Ralston stepped in to comment 
on the bright  shining optimism 
Rose has on Nevada, but he also 
pushed back that Nevada is not 

Oregon. 
   The chancellor’s response was 
that she might me optimistic, but 
she is also relentless. 
  She relentlessly emphasised how 
the average college degree will 
earn degree holders a million dol-
lars more across their earning life-
time than if they had just finished 
or stopped out after high school. 
There are also social benefits that 
impact the community. 
   Rose pointed out that commu-
nities that are well educated bring 
in everything from lower crime 
rates to lower dependency on 
social services. There is also more 
community engagement, social 
indicators of health that spike 
when there is more education.
   “Frankly, we are the key to 
economic diversification,” Rose 
said. “So when I hear from my 
friends at Go Ed and Owen and 
all of the other agencies working 
on diversification of the southern 
Nevada economy you know we’re 
your solution. Because as you 
look to bring new companies into 
our communities what are the 
questions they ask leaders? They 
say where are my kids going to go 
to school? Where are they going 
to learn can I experience social 
events? Can I experience the arts 

in my communities? And obvi-
ously higher education provides 
all of that and more.” 
   Rose points out that there is 
a decline in attendance of high-
er education and is expected to 
accelerate by 2026. 
   “The folks who were born 
during the Great Recession would 
be expected to show up on our 
campuses. The birth rate went 
down in 2008, the whole nation 
expected it would pop back up 
and  it never did,” Rose said. 
“And in fact with this most recent 
economic downturn the decline 
in the birth rate accelerated, so 
that’s the aggregate.” 
   There is a reason Rose  didn’t 
apply to jobs in the midwest and 
the upper northeast, this is be-
cause of the birth decline.  
   “This birth decline is accel-
erating the most. And not only 
are their birth rates accelerating 
at a higher rate they are also all 
moving from there, to here,” 
Rose said. “So I’m not a dummy, 
I realize this is a growth state and 
it’s a growth state both because 
of in-migration and because our 
particular demographics have 
higher than average birth rates. 
There’s a bet to be made on the 
state of Nevada that our enroll-

ment will be far more stable than 
most states in the nation.
   The topic of COVID-19 is later 
brought up to the discussion and 
Rose talks about the number of 
employees that are unvaccinated. 
   “Every week those numbers 
are moving in the right direction, 
we’re already over 88 percent 
fully vaccinated, so we’re not 
capturing the people who have 
had the first shot of their two-
shot course,” Rose pointed out. 
“We’re not even capturing them 
and so I can’t give you a number 
because this is you know this is a 
novel environment and it would 
be foolish of me to tell you what 
number we’re going to land on.” 
    Rose pointed out the effort 
UNLV has made to keep the R1 
status.
   “It’s a challenging thing to 
maintain and so you know I’m 
so grateful to president Whitfield 
who brings incredible experience 
with R1 institutions and research 
chops, I mean gosh the guy’s got 
a publication list a mile long and 
continues to publish which is very 
impressive,” Rose said. “So he’s 
going to be keenly focused on the 
things that R1 is judged on which 
has to do with laboratory space, 
your faculty and their achieve-
ments, and their appointments 
and publications and those are 
the things where we need to con-
tinue our investment.”
   “You know Jacob [Solis] is 
poking me about our chaps in 
the legislature, but I will say we 
got our money back on the med 
school for UNLV and we also got 
the money for the engineering 
school at UNLV, it’s a big deal 
and those are down payments on 
the maintenance of R1 status and 
hopefully rising up the ranks.” 

Contact Jimmy Romo
E: news.freepress@unlv.edu
M: (702) 574-5343

  IndyTalks

Jon Ralston (left) speaking Chancellor Melody Rose a question and Jacob Solis (right). Photo by Jimmy Romo
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Students learning TV skills on University Speaks

By Alex Wright
Editor-in-Chief 

   UNLV journalism students are 
gaining the hands-on experience 
of running a television show, 
while highlighting all aspects of 
UNLV and the Las Vegas com-
munity, through UNLV TV’s 
University Speaks. 
   Coined as a show “for students, 
by students,” University Speaks, 
which debuted at the beginning 
of the fall 2020 semester, is a 
monthly show put together by 
students who are a part of UNLV 
TV. 
   Students shoot, write and 
produce their stories. They also 
run the behind the scenes aspects 
of the show, like producing the 
show, running cameras and work-
ing in the control room. 
   “It’s a great experience to just 
be able to be doing things in front 
of the cameras and behind the 
cameras and knowing the in’s and 
out’s of everything,” said Maria 
Dibut, a UNLV senior and one 
of the co-anchors for University 
Speaks. “It makes me have more 
passion for what I want to do 
moving forward.”
   All members of the show meet 
at a monthly pitch meeting to 
discuss story ideas for the show. 
This is where students can dis-
cuss and help determine special 

themes or angles they want to 
take for that month’s show. Since 
the TV show is monthly, the 
show’s topics and stories need air 
on the side of being evergreen, 
so viewers can watch the show 
whenever they want. 
   Ana Saia, a junior at UNLV 
who is the show’s producer, 
works with the team to fill in the 
rundown of the show, putting in 
stories into iNews, checking the 
script and making sure every-
thing is ready one the show tapes. 
When looking for stories and 
topics for the show, she sees an 
opportunity to find ideas around 
UNLV’s diverse campus. 
   “They always make it known 
that [UNLV] is a diverse campus, 
that we have so many things,” 
said Saia. “You hear from dif-
ferent people who go to different 
universities, about the oppor-
tunities that we have here and 
to highlight a show about those 
kinds of opportunities to be proud 
of the university that we are at. 
It’s something that no one can 
take away from us. And it’s kind 
of a school spirit that we’re very 
proud of doing with each other.”
   It takes roughly three weeks 
for the production to get set up, 
while the reporters shoot and edit 
their own stories. Once that’s 
done and the rundown is com-
plete, the show members meet 

the week of filming to go over 
any final adjustments to the show 
and both anchors practice their 
scripts for filming day, which 
takes place on Friday mornings. 
   While the student journalists 
control what content makes the 
show, the faculty at UNLV TV 
never leaves the students in the 
dark by providing guidance at 
every step as they make the show 
on their own. 
   “The way that UNLV TV is 
operating, it really does set you 
up for success in both a collabo-
rative and an independent way,” 
said Anthony Ramos, a UNLV 
senior and a co-anchor for Uni-
versity Speaks. “They kind of give 
you the space to play around with 
your show and to play around 
with your content. But at the 
same time they will critique you 
and they will help you grow and 
develop more and more.” 
   University Speaks is not af-
filiated with any class taught 
at UNLV, students purposely 
choose to be a part of student-led 
journalism at University Speaks. 
Any student who is passionate 
about journalism or television 
production can join and gain 
valuable experience with peers 
who share the same interest. 
   “You’re surrounded by peo-
ple who want to do what you’re 
doing who enjoy doing broadcast-
ing,” Ramos said. “It was a nice 
opportunity to get some more 
experience and to do something 
not for a grade but still tailored 
towards something I want to 
eventually do with my life.”
   Both Dibut and Ramos want to 
get into broadcasting after receiv-
ing their degrees already work 
with local news stations in town. 
Dibut is an intern with KLAS 
Channel 8’s lifestyle and enter-
tainment show, Las Vegas Now. 
And Ramos works as a video 
editor for the morning shows at 
KSNV Channel 3. 
   Their time in the professional 
newsrooms also serve as another 
classroom for them. They can 

show off the skills they have 
gained at UNLV and bring back 
to University Speaks new things 
they have learned at their jobs.
“It’s just like getting inspiration 
and ideas of how to show off 
myself as an anchor,” Dibut said. 
“And I’m just grateful that I get 
to do schoolwork, like in the 
sense of UNLV TV and Universi-
ty Speaks and then I get to go to 
the station and apply everything 
that I do over there and vice 
versa.”
   When Ramos interviewed for 
the position at KSNV, part of the 
process was going into a booth 
and cut different formats of a 
newscast, which he had experi-
ence of doing at UNLV. Being 
able to apply what he learned in 
school to a real newsroom helped 
boost resume and his confidence. 
University Speaks has provided all 
of its students greater knowledge 
on all possible careers in televi-
sion by being a part of the show. 
Every student gets the opportuni-
ty to obtain new skills and grow 
their resumes. 
   “It gave me a lot more insight 
about what it means to produce a 
show, what it means to have an-
chors and really a team built with 
each other to communicate,” 
Saia said, who wants to get into 
producing. “I think it really made 
the show what it is now.”
   “It has been the best thing 
ever...The confidence I have to-
wards my work, my skills, com-
pared initially at the beginning 
of the year to where I am now, I 
can’t even explain it,” Dibut said. 
“I am so grateful to be a part of 
UNLV and University Speaks 
because I get the full experience 
of everything.”

Contact Alex Wright:
E: chief.freepress@unlv.edu
M: (702) 349-2532

The camera viewfinder focuses on Maria 
Dibut as she adjusts for the taping of the 
final show. Photo by Jimmy Romo. 
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A behind the scenes shot shows all of the camera on the production flloor of the studio 
while University Speaks shoot the last show of Fall 2021.  Camerawoman Mya Heather 
films anchors Anthony Ramos and Maria Dibut (from left to right) Photo by Jimmy Romo

University Speaks anchors Anthony Ramos (left) and Maria Dibut (right) wait for the cue from the floor director to begin the final show  
of the semester. Photo by Jimmy Romo



By Kimya Oliver
Student Submission

   On March of last year, UNLV 
announced students would have 
to switch to online learning and 
professors would use Zoom and 
WebEx to teach the material that 
were once in-person.  
   “I was happy,” said a senior at 
UNLV, Jovana Tomic. “When 
we all got that email right before 
spring break that said ‘we were 
going remote for a week’ we were 
all like ‘yes’.”
   And then clases kept staying 
remote. After the first month, 
towards the end of the semester, 
Tomic hated it.
   Online learning changed stu-
dents’ morning routines, no 
longer requiring the need to get 
up two or three hours before class 
started to commute. Tomic said 
her daily routine was the opposite 
compared to the typical day.
   “[I] like having a solid routine 
again,” Tomic said. “I think the 
biggest change is you’re in con-
stant communication with your 
professor and things like that. 
When it was online school, you 
didn’t really talk to your professor 
ever unless you had a question. 
Now you see them and they know 
you and they see your face. It 

feels more personal.”
   Universities welcomed students 
back to in-person for the fall 
semester. However, the return 
to the classroom came with new 
rules, like wearing a mask inside 
buildings and being vaccinated. 
   “Honestly, as much as coming 
back in-person kind of scared me, 
I like it a lot better than online,” 
Tomic said. “If we went back to 
fully online, my mental health 
would probably go down again.”
   UNLV’s Academic Success 
Center & Advising helps guide 
students to the resources they 
need to be successful. 
   “My grades this semester are a 
lot better,” said Lauren Riley, a 
UNLV student. “I am a person 
that cares a lot about my grades, 
so it’s easy for me to go and talk 
to the professor after or before 
class. Last semester, my lowest 
grade was a C. I was really upset 
with myself, but it was nothing I 
could do because I was stuck at 
home doing the work by myself. 
My grades was the biggest toll on 
my mental health last year. This 
semester is halfway done and I 
am already back to my normal 
self, earning A’s and B’s in my 
courses.”
   Professors and students primar-
ily communicate through email, 

phone calls and even through 
video calls while attending virtual 
learning. This change of commu-
nication could not help all stu-
dents when they need assistance 
from professors.
   “The biggest struggle for me 
was getting in contact with my 
professors,” Riley said. “I was 
already struggling to figure out 
the material on my own and 
when it takes the professor days 
to respond it doesn’t benefit me 
at all. I liked getting to know my 
professors because they can help 
guide me to become successful 
and without their help, like fully, 
I felt like I was set up to fail. I 
care about my grades a lot, so 
thinking about potentially failing 
a course wasn’t the greatest feel-
ing mentally.”
   The pandemic put students into 
situations they had never thought 
would be possible, but it came 
with lessons that they will carry 
on into the future.
   “I would tell other students to 
be optimistic and think positive,” 
Riley said. “I want them to think 
in the future and think that all 
of this will eventually end and be 
over. Those thoughts can really 
go a long way. I would also advise 
them to get help if they need it. 
Talking to someone about your 

feelings and what you are think-
ing can help because it helped 
me. I would always express to my 
parents how I feel trapped and 
don’t like doing online schooling 
anymore and that helped a lot 
mentally.”
   UNLV offers Student Coun-
seling and Psychological Services 
for students struggling mentally. 
This service provides a variety of 
services to help students address 
mental health concerns that they 
may have.
   “I wouldn’t be opposed to 
checking out the service,” Riley 
said. “I personally did not know 
they offered it. If I ever feel 
myself getting into a depressed 
state I would reach out to them. 
I think every college should offer 
this type of service because it is 
very easy to feel like you can’t 
do great in a course and want to 
drop out.”

This is a student submission, not asso-
ciated with the paper. 

Contact Jimmy Romo
E: news.freepress@unlv.edu
M: (702) 574-5343
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By Jovana Tomic 
Student Submisssion

   When former UNLV President, 
Marta Meana announced that 
the university needed to transi-
tion to remote instruction after 
spring break on March 12, 2020, 
students initially expressed excite-
ment at the idea of an extended 
break, and assumed they would 
be back on campus after the ini-
tial two-week pause. 
   But for students and faculty 
alike, this temporary concept 
evolved into a regressive long-
term reality. 
   Communication issues took the 
stage, in both an academic and 
social light, as students struggled 
to connect to their classmates. 
   “I was happy about it when 
it was first announced because I 
could be at home and didn’t have 
to worry about getting ready for 
school,” said a third-year biologi-
cal studies major, Nikolina Vijuk. 
“But it soon got disorganized and 
I missed the social aspect.” 
   The fall semester welcomed the 
resurgence of partial in-person 
instruction. 
   “You can never tell a person 
how they were pre-COVID, but 
I feel like COVID has made us a 
lot less social,” Vijuk said. “We 
all craved social interaction, and 
now that we have it we don’t 

know how to react to it because 
you don’t know anybody’s com-
fort level after the pandemic.”
   For students like Vijuk, return-
ing to in-person instruction be-
came just as abrupt as the initial 
switch to remote learning, and 
brought on a feeling of discomfort 
in social situations. 
   “I feel like I’ve lost the ability 
to talk to people comfortably,” 
said Vijuk. “My social skills have 
decreased to the point where I 
feel like the person I was pre-iso-
lation and the person I am post is 
monumentally different.”
   Vijuk and her classmates aren’t 
alone in their newfound discom-
fort. 
   “I have definitely had to get 
used to having that immediate 
feedback again and that immedi-
ate interaction in-person,” said , 
a graduate assistant in the com-
munications department, Parker 
Wojciechowski. “When you’re 
conducting things virtually, you 
don’t always have that immediate 
feedback.”
   Instructors and students agree 
that in-person instruction cannot 
be mimicked in an online setting, 
and now they must work together 
to rebuild the classroom flow. For 
professors, this means switching 
up their teaching tactics.
   “If I can get at least one or two 
kids to talk, the rest will usual-

ly follow,” said Wojciechowski. 
“It’s just getting that first kid to 
start participating that can be a 
little bit tricky. I hate to do it, 
but sometimes it means calling 
on specific students, sometimes 
it’s splitting them up into groups. 
Sometimes that physical move-
ment can kind of generate hav-
ing to create conversations with 
people you don’t normally get a 
chance to talk to.”
   Finding comfort in the 
post-lockdown world means 
taking things day-by-day. Stu-
dents want the space necessary to 
rediscover their communication 
skills in order to form productive 
relationships with their peers. 
   “My professors have done an 
adequate enough job to ease us 
back in,” said Vijuk. “But the 
first week could’ve just been a 
pure like ‘get to know your class-
mates’ type thing to ease us all 
back into being able to comfort-
ably talk to one another and vibe, 
and not force us to make groups 
so early in the semester.”
   Despite the social regression 
that lockdown brought on, the 
time away from in-person instruc-
tion highlighted the importance 
of interpersonal communication 
skills. It also showed the flexibil-
ity of the university in terms of 
how much can be adapted to be 
online. 

   “I think getting back into the 
swing of having that very immedi-
ate face-to-face contact has made 
me be a much more aware and 
present educator and colleague, 
in terms of my presentation and 
being ready to kind of adapt to 
whatever students are needing,” 
Wojciechowski said. “And now 
we know our capabilities and 
what accommodations we can 
make.”
   Instructors like Wojciechowski 
are onboard with the students’ 
desire to take things day-by-day, 
and recommend trying to speak 
up in class every once in a while. 
Finding low-pressure oppor-
tunities to socialize outside of 
school can also carry benefits that 
translate back into the classroom 
setting. 
   “I think the major overriding 
thing is just for students, with 
each other, with their profes-
sors and then vice versa, to have 
patience and really figure this out 
together,” said Wojciechowski. 
“It’s definitely a journey for us all 
to get back to having to interact 
face-to-face.”  

This is a student submission, not asso-
ciated with the paper. 

Contact Jimmy Romo
E: news.freepress@unlv.edu
M: (702) 574-5343

How the lockdown affected communication
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By Norma Palma Miron
Staff Writer

   On Nov. 5, 2021, gram-
my-nominated rapper Travis 
Scott held his annual Astroworld 
Festival in his hometown, Hous-
ton. Over 50,000 people gathered 
at NRG Park to see Scott per-
form. What was supposed to be 
a celebration of music and fun 
turned into one of the deadliest 
crowd crushes in U.S. history. 
   Ten people died—eight on 
the night of the concert and two 
who died days after due to inju-
ries sustained on Nov. 5. Among 
the victims, nine-year-old Ezra 
Blount was the youngest to have 
passed away. Over 25 people were 
hospitalized and about 300 people 
were treated for injuries.
   The events and deaths that 
occurred that night are still under 
investigation, but as time pro-
gressed, more information sur-
faced about what truly happened. 
Since news broke of the tragedy, 
there has been debate over the 
culpability of events. Some be-
lieve that what occurred was an 
accident and out of Scott’s con-
trol, while others believe Scott 
and his team are fully responsible 
for the victims’ death and inju-
ries. 
   In fact, according to NBC 
News reporters Elisha Fieldstadt 
and Diana Dasrath, “A lawsuit 
seeking more than $750 million 

was filed Tuesday on behalf of at 
least 125 victims.” Since then, 
there have been several other 
lawsuits filed against Scott, Live 
Nation, Drake and other event 
coordinators. 
   While it’s still not 100 percent 
clear what happened that night, 
it becomes apparent that what 
occurred on Nov. 5 was not only 
preventable, but Scott’s actions 
during his performance did aid to 
the injury of hundreds of people.
   23-year-old ICU nurse, Mad-
line Eskins, attended the festival 
and was brought to an area where 
injured people were being treat-
ed. Eskins stated hat some of the 
medical workers did not appear 
to know how to check a pulse 
or properly conduct chest com-
pressions, according to a recent 

article published by the NYTimes. 
   Not only was there an absence 
of medical workers, but those 
who were there clearly lacked the 
proper training, as many were 
seen scrambling to help perform 
CPR. A few hours before the fes-
tival started, there were multiple 
videos trending on social media 
that showed hundreds of people 
trampling over fences to enter the 
concert, and you can see security 
personnel watching with faces of 
surrender. 
   Concert Safety Consultant 
Paul Wertheimer stated that 
Astroworld “was preventable, 
the crowd was allowed to get too 
dense and was not managed prop-
erly.” To make matters worse, 
the entertainment company that 
was in charge of coordinating the 

events, Live Nation, has previ-
ously been linked to at least 200 
deaths and 750 injuries since 
2006, and have been cited for at 
least ten OSHA violations. 
   After the concert, dozens of 
videos circulated the social media 
app TikTok, showcasing Scott 
acknowledging that audience 
members had passed out. There 
was even an instance where Scott 
took the time to announce the 
presence of an ambulance truck 
in the crowd, yet he continued to 
perform. Scott clearly saw some-
thing was out of the ordinary, but 
refused to stop the concert. 
   In the future, it is imperative 
that artists be vigilant of the chaos 
occurring within their audiences. 
Event coordinators and artists 
have a duty and responsibility to 
their concert-goers. During fes-
tivals, security should be heavily 
placed around crowds, not just 
entrances and exits. 
    With an audience of tens of 
thousands of people, there should 
have been easy access to leave 
the crowd if an audience member 
wished it. Hopefully, other art-
ists and event coordinators will 
impose stricter rules and regula-
tions for crowd safety to ensure a 
tragedy like this one never occurs 
again.

Contact Norma Palma Miron:
E: palmamir@unlv.nevada.edu

Was Astroworld a freak accident or preventable? 
Concert

Safety

Graphic by Madison Faries
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By Reena Brooks
Opinion Editor

   Finals week, a dreaded time 
where 15 weeks worth of con-
tent is tested, examining just how 
much the students retained. For 
many college students, this means 
one week of projects, one week of 
study and then test week, sum-
ming up to over 21 days of stress. 
   College students experience 
many changes during this time: 
more work, responsibilities and 
outside factors that really push 
them to their breaking point.
   In order to help cope with that 
stress, many students take some 
time to exercise, meditate, watch 
some movies and read books in 
order to relax. After finals, some 
consider trips, planning a getaway 
from everything. 
   As cities, restaurants and tourist 
attractions begin opening up, the 
question remains as to whether or 
not students should take a relax-
ing trip after finals.
   The COVID-19 pandemic has 
reinvented the way the world runs 
now, especially if and how peo-
ple travel. According to CNBC, 
international travel entry bans 
have finally been lifted as of Nov. 
8, with travelers only needing to 
wear masks, have proof of vacci-
nation and show proof of a neg-
ative COVID-19 test if a person 
cannot get vaccinated. 
   Some high traffic tourist cities 

or states, such as Hawaii, may 
require vaccination cards to be 
shown in order to eat in a restau-
rant, while many others are lax 
with this rule. 
    I recently took a trip down to 
Maui, Hawaii and the vaccination 
cards were not a big issue; neither 
was wearing masks. It was only a 
requirement when you went into 
a store. Overall, many places are 
not as strict as they once were, 
making it an easy, relaxing time 
to go on vacation. 
   With these bans lifted, people 
are able to travel once again, 
a positive step after a negative 
year. These lifts mean that more 
restaurants and shops are reopen-
ing their doors and are much 
more lenient when it comes to 
reduced capacity. The only real 
requirement for entering a place 
is simply wearing a mask, erring 
on the side of caution.
   With all of these bars, restau-
rants and stores opening up to 
almost full capacity and requir-
ing only masks, now may be the 
best time for students to consider 
taking a trip. College finals are 
stressful, and students taking 
some down time is always benefi-
cial to one’s mental health. 
   According to the health blog, 
AllinaHealth, writer Kathryn Ish-
am provides a list of reasons as to 
why taking vacation time can be 
beneficial to those battling over-
whelming stress, such as improv-
ing one’s mental, physical and 

motivation levels. 
   Taking a vacation after finals, 
especially before the next semes-
ter takes place, can help prevent 
burnout as well. Isham states in 
her article that people who “take 
time to relax are less likely to 
experience burnout, making them 
more creative and productive than 
their overworked, under-rested 
counterparts.”
   In another health/travel blog, 
Service, writer Thomas Busson 
also lists out the benefits that 
travel can have for overworked 
employees and students alike, 
focusing in on the external. He 
focuses on how travel can help 
people expand their knowledge, 
social network, lifestyle and cre-
ativity, as they are being exposed 
to something new and exciting. 
   Another key benefit he fo-
cuses on is that traveling allows 
for a person to disconnect from 
their reality, taking in the mo-
ment and putting the rest aside. 
Bossun states, “Sometimes it is 
best to take a step back, take a 
deep breath, and go take that 
Tower Bridge selfie.”
   In a recent poll conducted on 
the official Scarlet & Gray web-
site, out of the 29 people who 
had voted, over 59 percent stated 
that they would be going on a 
mini vacay after finals week, 
with only 41 percent voting no. 
   Taking big or mini vacations 
after finals can be beneficial in 
improving a student’s mental and 

physical health, especially after 
finals. Having a fun little getaway 
will not only recharge and de-
stress a student, but give them the 
kick they need to tackle the next 
upcoming semester as it slowly 
approaches. 

Contact Reena Brooks:
E: opinion.freepress@unlv.edu
M: (702) 375-9344

As places start opening back up, should 
students take trips after fi nals? 

Maui, Hawaii Photo by Reena Brooks
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Football falls 28-20 against San Diego State Aztecs

Rebel quarterback Justin Rogers (5) slides across the fi elf to avoid a tackle after going for a run on a fi rst down play. Photo by Kayla 
Faasse

By Dominic Lavoie 
Staff Writer

   UNLV Football took to the 
field Friday night riding back-to-
back wins to face off against the 
San Diego State Aztecs, losing 
28-20 for their final home game. 
   “Senior night is a big deal,” 
head coach Marcus Arroyo said. 
“To see them fight like that on a 
night like this is pretty special.”
    The Rebels honored 14 seniors 
Friday, with Charles Williams 
being chief among them, taking 
the spot as the all-time leading 
rusher in program history. 
   UNLV came out on its 
opening drive firing on all 
cylinders, with quarterback (QB) 
Cameron Friel and running 
back Charles Williams making 
quick work of the Aztec defense 
to drive down the field.
   The Rebel offense would be 
shut down at the goal line by the 
Aztec defense, forcing Daniel 
Guiterriez to kick a field goal 
and put the Rebels up 3-0.
   Gutierrez made both of 
his field goal attempts to 
improve to 37-of-45 attempts 
in his career and 28-of-29 
from 39 yards or shorter.
   The Aztecs’ opening possession 
saw a mixed bag of plays, with 

big gains through the air and 
the Rebel defense sacking 
Aztec QB Lucas Johnson.  
   SDSU punted to end their first 
possession of the game, however 
on the defensive side of the ball, 
the Aztecs would get rewarded.
   On the second play of 
UNLV’s second drive, a pass 
intended for wide receiver 
Steve Jenkins was bobbled up 
into the air and intercepted 
by Aztec Andrew Aleki and 
returned for a touchdown.
   The Rebels’ third drive 
saw more issues, with Kyle 
Williams going down with 
an injury and the drive itself 
resulting in a punt for UNLV.
   Early on in the second 
quarter, the Rebels and Aztecs 
would trade possession of the 
ball with Friel getting injured 
to force backup QB Justin 
Rogers into the game. 
    On his first drive, Rogers took 
UNLV downfield in a hurry with 
two first down passing plays to 
Charles Williams and Gio Faulo 
Sr, then found Jenkins deep 
downfield all alone for UNLV’s 
first touchdown of the game. 
    With Rogers in the game, 
UNLV took the lead 10 - 7, 
but it didn’t last long.
   Lucas Johnson led SDSU 

down the field to retake the lead, 
connecting with Jesse Matthews 
for a touchdown and pulling the 
Aztecs back into the lead 14-10.
   The teams traded the ball 
once more until a fourth down 
conversion by the Aztecs 
kept their drive alive, leading 
to Lucas Johnson finding 
Matthews in the endzone with 
five seconds left in the half.
   SDSU took its 17-10 lead 
through the half, and opened 
the second half with the ball.
   Rebel Jacoby Windmon 
leapt over SDSU Greg Bell to 
pressure Lucas Johnson in the 
backfield, forcing him to give 
up the ball. The initial ruling 
on the field was a fumble, but 
the call was later overturned.
   Windmon’s defensive stop 
forced the Aztecs to punt, 
having UNLV set up at 
their own six yard line. 
   Windmon turned in a career-
best three quarterback sacks, 
which was the fourth-most in 
UNLV single-season history.
   Rogers found Jenkins downfield 
for an 80-yard pass to set 
UNLV up at the six yard line. 
   Following a second holding 
penalty on the Rebels, Rogers 
floated a pass to Faulo Sr. 
for his first touchdown of the 
season, fifth of his career.
   The Rebel defense came 
up big on the ensuing Aztec 
drive, forcing a punt.
   UNLV drove down the 
field and got into the redzone, 
but another SDSU stand 
forced Guitterez to kick 
another field goal, bringing 
the Rebels within one.
   Ricky Johnson ended the 
following SDSU drive with 
a highlight reel interception, 
tipping the ball in the air and 
catching it while falling on 
his back to mark his third 
interception in two games. 
   The Rebels could not muster 
any offense after Ricky Johnson’s 
pick, but they would get the 

stop to get the ball back in the 
middle stages of the fourth. 
   UNLV failed to generate 
offense, and the Aztecs took 
advantage by driving down 
the field and scoring after 
a fourth down conversion 
to put SDSU up 28-20.
   The Rebels’ final drive and 
game came to an end when 
Aztec Seyddrick Lakalaka 
intercepted a pass from Rogers. 
    Rogers became the first 
UNLV quarterback to throw 
for at least 300 yards in a game 
since 2018 when Max Gilliam 
finished with 387 vs. San Jose 
State. The former TCU transfer 
completed 15-of-21 attempts 
for 305 yards and two scores.
   “We’re not where we want 
to be, we expect to win those 
games,” Arroyo said, “especially 
against good opponents, because 
at the end of the day we’ve got 
to find a way. These guys have 
fought, they are tough, they’ve 
been growing, they are resilient, 
they’ve got a bunch of pride in 
the locker room and you can see 
that they are playing for each 
other. We’ve got another week to 
fight and I’m fired up to be next 
to them shoulder to shoulder.”

Up Next

UNLV rounds out their season 
Nov. 26 against the Air Force 
Falcons in Colorado for another 
Mountain West matchup. 
The game can be found on 
the CBS Sports Network with 
kickoff coming at 12:30 p.m. 
    The Falcons are coming off of 
a thrilling overtime win against 
the Nevada Wolf Pack on the 
road 41-39. USAF sits second 
in the MW Mountain Division 
standings, close behind Utah 
State for the division lead.

Contact Dominic Lavoie:
E: lavoid1@unlv.nevada.edu
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TEAM STATS

REBELS

TOTAL YARDS PASSING YARDS RUSHING YARDS YARDS PER PLAY

UNLV REBELS

SDSU AZTECS

394 372 22 6.6

290 192 98 5.1
Rebel Ricky Johnson (0) awaits for the 
kickoff as he stands in the UNLV lineup on 
the fi eld. The Rebels went on to lose to San 
Diego State 28-20 for their senior night on 
Nov. 19, 2021. Photo by Kayla Faasse
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By Kimya Oliver 
Staff Writer

   For the first time since the 
2017-2018 season, the Runnin’ 
Rebels opened their season 3-0 
after defeating North Dakota 
State in an exhilarating game 
Monday night, winning 64-62. 
   The Runnin’ Rebels focused on 
getting most of their points in the 
paint with 36 points compared to 
the Bison’s 18 points. 
   The Rebels struggled ear-
ly, turning the ball over on the 
first possession. Bryce Hamilton 
caught two early fouls in the first 
three minutes of the first half. 
   The Bison’s went on a 10-5 run 
to open the game. 
   Defensively, the Runnin’ Reb-
els opened with a man-to-man 
full-court press. 
   The Runnin’ Rebels found 
offensive momentum going on 
a 16-8 run with Justin Webster 
driving to the basket causing the 
defense to foul him for an and-1 
basket. The Runnin’ Rebels led 
21-18 with six minutes left to go 
in the first half. 
   The Runnin’ Rebels continued 
to boost their offensive intensity 
ending the first half 32-27.
    Royce Hamm Jr. opened the 
second half making one of two 
free-throw attempts, 33-30.
The Bisons went on a 15-9 run 

to take a three point lead, 42-45, 
half way through the second half.
   Defensively, again, the Runnin’ 
Rebels stayed in the full court 
man-to-man press. 
   The Runnin’ Rebels needed a 
spark in their offense. With eight 
minutes left, Marvin Coleman 
stole the ball from Bison Dez-
mond Mckinney and threw it 
ahead to Donovan Williams for 
the slam dunk.
   Williams found an open lane 
and drove the ball in for another 
dunk to give the Runnin’ Rebels 
the lead, 52-50.
   The Runnin’ Rebels had a 
two point lead, 58-56, with two 
minutes left, Williams hit a three 
pointer to stretch the lead to 61-
56. 
   With 30 seconds left on the 

clock, the Runnin’ Rebels were 
leading 63-58, but Mckinney stole 
the ball from Micheal Nuga for 
the slam and cut the lead to three 
points, 63-60. 
   There were three seconds left 
on the clock and the Runnin’ 
Rebels were leading 64-62, Mck-
inney drove for the layup, but 
Hamm Jr. was there to block the 
shot.
   The Runnin’ Rebels defense 
helps them win games, even when 
the match-up is not even. 

    “We are proud of the way that 
they continue to fight and grit it 
out,” head coach Kevin Kruger 
said. “North Dakota State is a 
nightmare of a matchup from a 
scouting standpoint with Kreus-
er and (Grant) Nelson and what 

they can do.”
   “Royce did an unbelievable job. 
It’s a really weird matchup when 
somebody that big can shoot it as 
well as he does. So for Royce to 
do what he did was great. Da-
vid (Muoka) came in and gave a 
huge lift. Donovan guarded him 
for a little bit and then Bryce 
coming in at the end and kind of 
putting them on their heels was 
big for us. Just really happy for 
them and really proud of them 
because we feel like they’re guys 
that deserve it. So to come out on 
top in three close games when we 
could have lost all three it’s just a 
good feeling.”
    Hamilton led the Runnin’ 
Rebels with 17 points while Wil-
liams had 15 points and Jordan 
McCabe had 13 points. Hamm 
Jr. managed to grab 17 rebounds.

Up Next

The Runnin Rebels will be partic-
ipating in the Roman Main Event 
and will be facing the University 
of Michigan Wolverine’s on Nov. 
19 at 9:30 p.m. at the T-Mobile 
Arena. This game can be watched 
on ESPN2.

Contact Kimya Oliver:
E: kimyaoliver11@gmail.com

The Runnin’ Rebels keep win streak alive 3-0

Guard Marvin Coleman running a play on offense at the top of the arc during UNLV’s 
home game against North Dakota State. Photo by Jordan Anders-McClain

By Kimya Oliver
Staff Writer

   The Runnin’ Rebels suffered 
their first loss to the Michigan 
Wolverines 74-61 in the first 
game of the Roman Main Event 
on Friday, Nov. 19. 
   UNLV and Michigan’s all-time 
series is now tied 2-2. This was 
the first meeting between these 
two teams since 1997.
   Royce Hamm Jr. opened the 
Runnin’ Rebels offense with a 
mid-range jumper. 
   Defensively, the Runnin’ Reb-
els ran a full-court man-to-man 

press. 
   The Wolverines went on a 13-9 
run to open the first half, but the 
Runnin’ Rebels answered by go-
ing on a 6-2 run to tie the game 
15-15 with 11:30 to go in the first 
half. 
   The Wolverines had offensive 
momentum on their side stretch-
ing the lead 30-23.
   The Runnin’ Rebels turned 
defense into offense. With 25 sec-
onds left in the first half, Dono-
van Williams established position 
making Wolverines Devante Jones 
get called for a charging foul. 
    With ten seconds left, Bryce 
Hamilton dribbled the ball up and 
sank a three-point shot to end the 
first half to get the Runnin’ Reb-
els within 3 points, 35-32.
    To begin the second half, 
Hamilton started the Runnin’ 
Rebels offense with a three-point-
er. 
    The Runnin’ Rebels defense 
began to slack, allowing the Wol-
verines to stretch the lead 45-54 
with 12:30 minutes to go in the 
ball game. 
    The Wolverines ended the 
game on a 20-16 run. 
   UNLV has made at least one 
3-pointer in the NCAA record 
1,133 straight games.  
    “We’d love to sit back and say 

we are happy that we hung tough, 
but honestly that’s not really the 
feeling right now,” head coach 
Kevin Kruger said. “But on that 
note, there were a number of 
opportunities where we could 
have given in, but guys fought 
and competed to get good shots 
to stop runs and did a good job of 
banding together.”
    “This game was pretty similar 
to the first three in the sense that 
we had a little lull in the second 
half, but tonight we just weren’t 
able to get back over the hump 
and get in front.”
    Hamilton led the Runnin’ 
Rebels with 21 points while Mi-

cheal Nuga and Williams had 12 
points each. 

Up Next

The Runnin’ Rebels will be facing 
the Wichita State Shockers on 
Nov. 21 at 9 p.m. at the T-Mo-
bile Arena. This game can be 
streamed on ESPN2.

Contact Kimya Oliver:
E: kimyaoliver11@gmail.com 

Runnin’ Rebels Roman Main Event Game One 

Bryce Hamilton drives to the basket during UNLV’s match against No. 4 Michigan at the 
Roman Main Event. Photo by Jordan Anders-McClain

Mike Nuga makes a layup over Michigan’s 
Caleb Houstan during their match-up at 
the 2021 Roman Main Event. Photo by 
Jordan Anders-McClain
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Lady Rebels split Week Two games

By Kimya Oliver
Staff Writer

   The Lady Rebels finished week 
two of non-conference games 
with a loss against Northern Ar-
izona (84-62) and a win against 
Southern Utah (92-59) bringing 
their overall record to 3-1. 

Northern Arizona, Nov. 17

   The Lady Rebels fell short to 
the Lumberjacks 84-62.
    The Lumberjacks had offensive 
intensity from the moment of tip-
off, going on a 12-5  run to open 
the first quarter. 
   The Lady Rebels could not find 
a flaw in the Lumberjack’s de-
fense to score and turned the ball 
over in the first four minutes of 
the ball game. 
   Defensively, the Lady Rebels 
played in a man-to-man zone. 
The Lumberjacks focused on 
attacking the paint, but the Lady 
Rebels struggled to keep them 
from driving the ball in for an 
easy layup. 
    The Lumberjacks went on 
another 11-7 run, 15-23, with a 

minute and a half left in the first 
quarter. The first quarter ended 
29-17.
    Freshman Alyssa Brown start-
ed the Lady Rebels offense with a 
putback layup to begin the second 
quarter. 
    The Lady Rebels offense start-
ed to get their rhythm going on 
a 10-0 run to cut the lead by two 
points, 29-27 with five minutes 
left to play in the first half. 
    The Lady Rebels switched 
up their defensive zone pressing 
full court in a 3-2 zone, but that 
didn’t stop the Lumberjack’s 
offense. The first half ended with 
the Lady Rebels trailing 29-42.

Desi-Rae Young opened the third 
quarter with a layup for the Lady 
Rebels. 
    The Lumberjacks outscored 
the Lady Rebels 23 points to 15 
points in the third quarter ending 
with the Lady Rebels trailing by 
21 points, 65-44, at the end of 
the third quarter. 
    The Lumberjacks continued 
to attack the paint and the Lady 
Rebels defensively could not stop 
them in the final quarter.
    The Lady Rebels couldn’t find 
the bottom of the net, shooting 
34 percent from the field and 22 
percent from 3-point range.
    Nneka Obiazor had a sea-
son-high and led the Lady Reb-
els with 13 points while Essence 
Booker had 11 points and Young 
had 10 points.

Southern Utah, Nov. 20

The Lady Rebels gave the Thun-
derbirds their fourth loss of the 
season winning the ball game 
92-59.
    Essence Booker started the 
Lady Rebels offense with a three-
point shot. The Lady Rebels 
opened the first quarter on a 6-2 

run. 
    The Lady Rebels struggled 
early trying to hang onto the ball 
with five turnovers in the first 
quarter.
    Defensively, the Lady Rebels 
pressed full court in a 2-2-1 zone 
ending the first quarter leading 
17-9. 
    To begin the second quarter, 
Alyssa Durazo-Frecas opened the 
quarter with a corner 3-pointer 
and the Lady Rebels went on a 
10-2 run, 27-11.
vThe Lady Rebels relied on driv-
ing to the basket for easy layups. 
    With 25 seconds left, Khay-
la Rooks gave Kiara Jackson a 
high pick and pop screen to hit 
a 3-pointer to end the first half, 
50-28.
vRooks drove in for the layup to 
begin the third quarter. 
vThe Thunderbirds got offensive 
momentum on their side opening 
the third quarter on an 8-4 run, 
but the Lady Rebels still managed 
to end the quarter leading 76-41.
vThe Lady Rebels offensive mo-
mentum carried from the third 
quarter to the remainder of the 
fourth quarter.
    46 of the 92 points were made 

by freshmen.
    “I credit obviously their 
willingness to just learn and be 
vulnerable,” head coach Lindy 
LaRoque said. “We have great 
leadership on our team with some 
of our upperclassmen that have 
played a long time that has taken 
them under their wing, so it takes 
everyone one.”
    “I am really proud of our 
young kids, older kids, everyone.”
    Nneka Obiazor led the Lady 
Rebels with 21 points while 
Booker had 16 points. Desi-Rae 
Young and Durazo-Frescas both 
had 11 points. 

Up Next

The Lady Rebels will be hosting 
the UNLV Thanksgiving Classic 
Tournament at the Cox Pavilion. 
UNLV will first be facing the 
Arlington Mavericks on Nov. 27 
at 12 p.m. before facing Gram-
bling State Tigers on Nov. 28 at 
12 p.m.

Contact Kimya Oliver:
E: kimyaoliver11@gmail.com 

Alyssa Durazo-Frescas making a layup during UNLV’s home game against Southern Utah, the Lady Rebels won the game 92-59. Photo by Jordan Anders-McClain

Guard Essence Booker shooting over a Southern Utah defender during UNLV’s home 
game which they won 92-59. Photo by Jordan Anders-McClain

Center Desi-Rae Young making a jump 
shot during UNLV’s home game against 
Southern Utah. Photo by Jordan Anders-
McClain
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   The Bulldogs were quick to 
respond with a goal of their 
own 20 seconds later with Chris 
Donaldson knocking the puck 
in, assisted by Emanuel Silvero. 
   The two teams finished off 
the first period tied at one a 
piece, with Adrian outshooting 
UNLV 13-12. 
   Early in the second period, 
Muzzillo was sent to the penalty 
box for roughing, putting the 
Bulldogs on a power-play. 
   Silverio was quick to take ad-
vantage of the extra man on ice, 
shooting the puck into the net 
behind Rebel goaltender Zach 
Wickson with assists coming 
from Nash Hatcher and Samuel 
Spaedt. 
   The Bulldogs took the lead, 
2-1. The Rebels gained full power 
on the ice and immediately took 
action to prevent Adrian from 
scoring any more points. 
   UNLV dominated the remain-
der of the period, barely letting 
Adrian touch the puck as they 
maintained control of the game. 
With 7:23 on the clock, Nick 
Flanders tied up the game once 
again with an assist from Bradley 
Golant.
    The teams entered the second 
intermission tied at 2, with the 
Rebels outshooting the Bulldogs 
13-8. 
   Max Johnson scored the 
game-winning goal at 9:21 of the 
third period, assisted by Blaise 
Arkle and Cole Wyatt, giving 
UNLV the lead 3-2. 
   It only took 30 seconds and 
the Rebels secured their win with 
an extra goal sent into the net 
by Jayson Dimizio, assisted by 
Burke, putting UNLV up 4-2. 
   For the remainder of the game, 
the two teams began to play more 
physically on the ice, but sent 
only Silverio into the box for 
cross-checking towards the end 
of the period. The Rebels main-
tained the lead and held the Bull-
dogs to their previous two goals. 
   UNLV outshot Adrian 37-
33, with Wickson finishing the 
night off with 31 saves under his 
belt, compared to Bulldog Noah 
Decottignies’s 33 saves.

Minot State, Nov. 20

   The Skatin’ Rebels returned to 
Fifth Third Arena Saturday night 
for day two of the tournament as 
they took on the No. 2 ranked 
Minot State, winning 2-1. 
   The Rebels entered the game 
off a win against the defending 
national champions, Adrian Col-
lege, from the night before with a 
record of 10-3. 
   The Minot State Beavers en-

tered the game undefeated with 
11 wins under their belt, leaving 
the arena with UNLV stripping 
away their winning streak. 
   The first period of the game 
started off slow for both teams 
as they fought for control of the 
puck, with no scoring until the 
final minute. 
   Ezekiel Estrada skated past the 
Beaver defense to put the Rebels 
on the scoreboard with an unas-
sisted goal with 24 seconds to go. 
   Despite the goal, UNLV only 
managed to get seven shots in the 
first period, compared to Minot’s 
12 shots. 
   The Rebels began to pick up 
speed in the second period, gain-
ing more control over the puck. 
Halfway through the period, Alec 
Johnson was sent to the penalty 
box for high sticking putting the 
Rebels on a penalty kill. 
   With less than four minutes 
to go until intermission, Max 
Johnson put the puck into the 
net once again, assisted by Kyle 
Quinn to boost UNLV’s lead to 
2-0. 
   For the remainder of the peri-
od, the Rebels were able to keep 
the Beavers’ scoring opportunities 
to a minimum to give them a 
total of five shots for the period.  
The Rebels had 11 shots on goal. 
   Heading into the third period, 
UNLV was able to find consis-
tency in its plays while continuing 
to limit Minot’s possession of the 
puck. 
   Towards the end of the game, 
Max Johnson was sent to the ice 
for cross checking, giving the 
Beavers a power play advantage. 
   Davis Sheldon shot the puck 
past goaltender Zach Wickson, 
with the assist coming from 
Wayde Johannesson to put the 
Beavers on the scoresheet, 2-1. 
   Once the Rebels returned to 
full power, they were able to 
prevent any more scoring from 
happening. 
   The Rebels finished off the 
game with 39 shots, while the 

Beavers finished the night off with 
21 shots. 
   UNLV took home their second 
win of the weekend, winning 2-1 
while demonstrating an impressive 
defense throughout the night. 
   Prior to the game, Minot State 
maintained a game average of 6.4 
goals, but the Rebels were able to 
hold them to a single goal for the 
night. 

Liberty, Nov. 21

   UNLV took on Liberty for the 
final game of the tournament, 
ending the weekend with a 2-1 
win to bring home the Chicago 
Classic Championship. 
   “I’m so proud of the boys,” 
Max Johnson said. “It’s defi-
nitely huge for our program, and 
moving forward we just need to 
keep playing like that and win-
ning games and we’ll be fine. We 
proved ourselves this weekend 
and I think people will start to 
know who we are now.”
   Max Johnson finished the 
weekend with three goals, im-
proving to the Rebels lead scorer 
with 11 goals and eight assists 
this season for 19 total points for 
UNLV. 
   The Flames entered the game 
with a two-game win streak, los-
ing that streak to the Rebels, who 
improved to an eight game win 
streak. 
   The first period saw no scor-
ing from either team with both 
defenses starting off strong. The 
teams traded possession of the 
ball throughout the period, but 
the Rebels managed to outshoot 
the Flames 14-11. 
   The Skatin’ Rebels entered 
the second period determined 
to bring home the trophy, with 
Dimizio scoring within the first 
five minutes. 
   The goal was counted as unas-
sisted to give UNLV a 1-0 lead. 
   The Rebels found consistency 
in the period as they outshot the 
Flames once again 14-8. 

   UNLV secured the win 
against Liberty in the third peri-
od with Wyatt putting the puck 
away in the net, with assists 
coming from Dimizio and Jake 
Berry for a 2-0 lead. 
   Jacob Kalandyk scored a goal 
for Liberty with 3:25 remain-
ing on the clock to bring the 
Flames up 2-1, avoiding a 
shutout. 
   After the goal, Liberty quickly 
pulled their goaltender, Hunter 
Virostek, in hopes of tying the 
game for some overtime. The 
Flames were unsuccessful in 
doing so, ultimately losing the 
game 2-1. 
   Wickson earned himself MVP 
of the weekend with 86 total 
saves for the weekend, being the 

first star of the game for games 
one and three and second star of 
the game for game two. 
   The Rebels left the arena with 
a new trophy and the title of the 
Chicago Classic Champions as 
they return to Las Vegas to enjoy 
their Thanksgiving break. 
   “We just played the No. 6 
team- beat them, the No. 2 team- 
beat them, the No. 3 team- beat 
them,” Greener said. “We de-
serve every bit of the ranking that 
we were. We should climb the 
ranks, but the one thing we have 
told everyone is that we’re not 
satisfied. We’re going to continue 
to win.” 

Up Next 

   The Skatin’ Rebels enjoy a 
week off before hitting the road to 
travel to Arizona, where they will 
face Grand Canyon for a week-
end series. 
   The games will take place on 
Dec. 3 and 4 for their final road 
series before returning to City 
National Arena. Both games will 
have a 6:30 p.m. puck drop.
   Fans will be able to watch Reb-
el Hockey live on Dec. 10 and 11 
when they host the Arizona State 
Sun Devils.

Contact Kayla Faasse:
E: sports.freepress@unlv.edu
M: (702) 353-1994

The Rebel Hockey team pose for a group photo on the ice after defeating Liberty in game three 
of the Chicago Classic to earn themselves the 2021 Champions of the tournament on Nov. 21. 
Photo by David Herman /// Hockey House Pod

Rebel Hockey Skatin’ Rebels bring home the 
Chicago Classic Championship

Max Johnson (16) prepares to shoot the puck 
during the final game of the Chicago Classic 
tournament. UNLV went on to win  2-1. Photo 
by David Herman /// Hockey House Pod



UNLV volleyball poses together after senior night, where the team defeated UNR. The Rebels honored four seniors that night after a 3-0 victory. Photo by Kayla Faasse
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Volleyball enters MW tournament on win streak

By Alex Wright
Editor-in-Chief

   UNLV appears to be playing its 
best volleyball at the right time as 
the conference tournament begins 
this week. The Rebels won their 
final two home games against 
New Mexico and UNR last week 
in straight sets. 
   “It’s about belief, this team is 
really coming together, they’re 
communicating, they’re connect-
ing, and being more consistent,” 
head coach Dawn Sullivan said. 
“Can they continue to believe in 
themselves?”
   “Nothing else matters than 
what you believe about yourself, 
and how you talk and how you 
act. What we’ve seen from this 
team the last couple of weeks is 
that belief coming through.”

San Jose State, Nov. 18

   The reigning Mountain West 
conference champions made a 
statement Thursday night as the 
Rebels defeated the San Jose 
State Spartans in straight sets 3-0. 
    With the conference tour-
nament next week, at the Cox 
Pavilion, the Rebels were able to 
get a win against the Spartans, 
who were fighting for the one 
seed in the tournament, as it took 
its fourth straight win. 
   “It’s finally coming together,” 
senior Mariena Hayden said. 
“This proved tonight what we 
have been working on all week, 
being cohesive with each other 
and figuring out our team chem-
istry and tonight really proved 
that.”
  UNLV had to dig itself out 
of a 12-6 deficit in the first set. 
Hayden fired in a service ace to 
get the score closer to 16-15. 
As San Jose State made its run 
back, junior Shelby Capllonch 

stepped up and had a stretch of 
three kills while both teams trad-
ed back points to keep the Rebels 
in it. 
   “She lit it up and she’s fearless 
at all times,” Sullivan said of Ca-
pllonch. “She will always go after 
it, whether it’s offense or defense. 
She really showed up that first 
set and the whole match...It was 
pretty incredible what she did to-
night against a very good team.” 
   A 3-0 UNLV run brought the 
score back even 21-21. Both 
teams traded points through the 
rest of the set, before UNLV put 
away San Jose State 27-25 to take 
the first set. 
   San Jose State, who defeated 
UNLV earlier in the year, con-
tinued to give UNLV problems 
in the second set, as they went 
up 12-8. But Hayden made three 
straight kills to cap off a 4-0 
UNLV run that tied the set 12-
12.
    Trailing 23-22 late in the 
second set, San Jose State com-
mitted a service error that tied the 
score. The Rebels blocked two 
Spartan attack attempts to take 
the second set 25-23. 
   With all the momentum on 
their side, the Rebels controlled 
the entire third set. They never 
trailed and finished off the Spar-
tans with a 7-0 run to win the set 
25-14. 
   Capllonch provided a big boost 
to the Rebels, as she finished 
with 13 kills to lead the team and 
a .417 hitting percentage on 24 
total attacks. 
   “I was feeling like ‘let’s go for 
it,’ because in the beginning of 
the season we lost to them,” Ca-
pllonch said. “And remembering 
those feelings, it brought a fire 
within us, all of us wanted to beat 
them. That’s how I felt every time 
I went to hit.” 

Senior Night vs UNR, Nov. 20

    UNLV gave a packed Cox 
Pavilion plenty to cheer about as 
they led wire-to-wire on senior 
night, defeating its instate rivals 
UNR in straight sets 3-0.
   “We wanted to focus on taking 
care of our side of the ball and 
getting our rhythm going in the 
Mountain West (tournament), se-
nior Mariena Hayden said. “Win-
ning this game played a lot into 
us playing New Mexico and being 
able to play a team that we’ve 
already beaten twice.”
   The Rebels jumped out to a 
quick 6-0 lead in the first set and 
never looked back. They with-
stood a couple Wolf Pack runs, 
but the Rebels put them away to 
take the first set 25-19. 
   In the second set, the Rebels 
used a pair of 4-0 runs to put the 
set out of reach, winning it 25-18. 
In the final set, UNR had no an-
swers for the Rebels’ dominance 
as UNLV made it a clean sweep 
winning the third set 25-12. 
   After the game, UNLV hon-
ored the four seniors on the team, 
Milica Tasic, Lauryn Burt, Kate 
Brennan, and Hayden, with a 
ceremony featuring the player’s 
families and video messages team-
mates and other family members. 
   “[It’s] very emotional,” Bren-
nan said of the senior night cel-
ebrations. “We had probably our 
biggest crowd of the whole entire 
season and it’s just amazing. All 
these people came out to support 
us and the video my team made 
at the end, that meant the world 
to me. It was a great, perfect 
night.”
   Brennan, Burt and Hayden all 
played together as UNLV volley-
ball began its rebuild under Dawn 
Sullivan, who took over in 2018. 
UNLV finished in last place in 
2017, a team Hayden was a part 
of, but with the standards Sullivan 

has established, her players have 
lifted UNLV volleyball to where 
it is now. 
   “They took a program that fin-
ished last and to win the Moun-
tain West last (season), and this 
year are competing for it,” Sulli-
van said. “I’m just very proud of 
each of them.” 
   “(Sullivan) changed the way we 
played volleyball,” Hayden said. 
“She just changed the whole cul-
ture of the game, and instilled in 
us that we’re not just here to be 
average. We’re here to win cham-
pionships”
   Hayden was a senior last year, 
but decided to come back for 
her extra year of eligibility from 
the COVID-impacted 2020-2021 
season to help finish what she 
and her other senior teammates 
started. 
   “Coming back and getting to 
play with Kate and Lauryn, they 
were some of my best friends 
from the start,” Hayden said. “I 
remember when they were fresh-
man and they’re some of the 
main reasons why I stayed and 
played this season, so I’ll remem-
ber them the most.”
   Hayden led the team with five 
service aces and added seven kills 
against UNR. Chloe Thomas and 
senior Kate Brennan both had 
double-digit kills, with 11 and 10, 
respectively. The Rebels outhit 
the Wolf Pack .500 to .232. 

Up Next

UNLV will now get ready for 
the Mountain West tournament 
beginning on Nov. 24 at the Cox 
Pavilion. The Rebels will be the 
No. 4 seed and will take on the 
No. 5 seeded New Mexico Lobos 
on Nov. 24 at 4:00 p.m.

Contact Alex Wright:
E: chief.freepress@unlv.edu
M: (702) 349-2532



Men’s Soccer head coach Rich Ryerson 
retires after 11 years 

By Kayla Faasse
Sports Editor

    UNLV men’s soccer head 
coach Rich Ryerson finished his 
last season with the team with an 
overall record of 7-11 and a con-
ference record of 3-8 as he moves 
on from the Rebel name. 
   Ryerson spent the last 11 years 
coaching the Rebels, while pre-
viously being a rebel on the team 
himself as a starter for all four 
years. 
   He helped UNLV to three 
NCAA Tournament appearances 
and three conference champion-
ships, as well as an 18-2-2 record 
and a No. 4 national ranking in 
1985
   “There’s nothing better than 
walking across the field with the 
Las Vegas Strip in the background 
and either being a player or 
coach,” Ryerson said. “The most 
memorable times would be walking 
across the field whether it is sunset 
or dark and just looking up at the 
strip and realizing we’re represent-
ing UNLV.”
   “We’re representing the city and 
you know we’re contributing with 
all we have.”
    Ryerson currently holds the 
UNLV records for most career 
games played and started, while 
being a member of the UNLV 
Athletics Hall of Fame for the 
1985 squad that was inducted on 
Oct. 1, 2010. 

    
    Ryerson graduated from UNLV 
in 1987 with a bachelor’s of sci-
ence degree in business administra-
tion. 
    “When I was a player I was 
only concerned with the moment 
you know playing and then you 
know after that playing profession-
ally,” Ryerson said. “It wasn’t till 
later on when I got into coaching 
that I wanted then to become the 
head coach of UNLV.”
   He went on to play a total of 10 
years in several professional soccer 
leagues, including two in Kinna, 
Sweden, and finished his career in 
1998 with the Baton Rouge Bomb-
ers of the Eastern Indoor Soccer 
League, where he was named the 
Defensive Player of the Year.
   Ryerson became the fifth head 
coach in UNLV history on April 7, 
2010. In his first season, he led the 
Rebels to a win at Pac-10 member 
Standforc, as well as two shutouts 
against the regular season champi-
on Denver. 
    Ryerson was named the WAC 
and NSCAA Region Coach of 
the Year in 2014. He coached the 
fourth-seed Rebels to the 2016 
WAC Tournament Title. 
   He concludes his years with 
UNLV with an overall coaching 
record of 96-108-16. 
   “We’re spent a lot of time with 
these guys and really just miss-
ing those aspects are going to be 
pretty hard,” Ryerson said. “It will 
be harder being a fan than it was 
being as involved but it’ll be fun to 
watch with no pressure.”

Coach Ryerson’s Final Message:

    “Get to class and make sure 
you do well with the finals. This 
is the hard push right now, we 
are done with our season and you 
know I want to make sure that you 
finish strong academically. Give it 
everything you have on the field 
and make sure there are no re-
grets.”

Contact Kayla Faasse:
E: sports.freepress@unlv.nevada.edu
M: (702) 353-1994

Former Head Coach Rich Ryerson watches 
the Rebels warm-up for a game. Photo by 
Lucas Peltier /// UNLV Athletics
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Sports This Week
NOV 21 NOV 22 NOV 23 NOV 24 NOV 25 NOV 26

MBB vs Wichita 
State
T-Mobile Arena
9pm PT

Sunday FridayMonday Tuesday Wednesday
NOV 27
SaturdayThursday

WVB vs MW 
Quarterfinals
Las Vegas, NV

MBB vs Whittier 
College
Thomas & Mack 
Center
6:30pm PT

WVB vs MW Semifinals
Las Vegas, NV

WVB vs MW Final
Las Vegas

FB at Air Force
USAF Academy, CO
12:30pm PT

WBB vs UT Arlington
Cox Pavilion
12pm PT

MBB vs No. 2 UCLA
Thomas & Mack Center
2pm PT

WBB vs UMKC 
vs Grambling
Cox Pavilion
2:30pm PT
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American Metalsmith making custom jewelry 
out of Las Vegas
By Maddie Platt
A&E Editor

  The Las Vegas small business 
community is full of shops and 
creators with talents and products 
some would never even dream 
of. One of these hidden gems is 
Hannah, the founder and hands 
behind An American Metalsmith. 
    This brand combines soft tones 
of unique and organic gems and 
stones with the structure of metal 
to create pieces that people truly 
can’t find anywhere else because 
these pieces are all one of a kind. 
    With no brick and mortar 
stores, An American Metalsmith 
is currently selling products all 
over the Las Vegas small business 
scene at events such as Market in 
the Alley and throughout stores in 
Ferguson’s downtown. 
   Hannah also had a booth at 
this year’s Life is Beautiful music 
festival.
   “An American Metalsmith 
originated in 2015. Before that 
I found metalsmithing through 
a community college in North 
Carolina. During highschool, a 
teacher recommended a metals 
course to me. I took the advice 
and fell in love with the art al-
most immediately. I also went on 
to take many more college cours-

es pursuing it. Family and friends 
then wanted me to create custom 
pieces, so I started selling through 
their support.”
   Since all of her pieces are 
handmade, it is no surprise that 
the process is not easy. 
    “The process for jewelry-mak-
ing is lengthy, and meticulous. 
I start with a sheet of metal and 
handsaw each design. When 
gemstones are used, the settings 
are hand-crafted as well. Gem-
stones are very tricky to choose. 
All are chosen by the beautiful 
quirks and stunning colors. I find 
myself spending several hours just 
to find the perfect gemstones for 
future works of art. I purchase 
gemstones straight from reputable 
lapidary artists and popular gem 
shows.”
   Not only do customers have 
the option of buying pieces al-
ready made either in person or on 
her website, but they also can do 
custom design work directly with 
Hannah. 
    From not only what kind of 
gem or stone customers are look-
ing for but also fit it directly to 
their style. 
   “My work is inspired by my 
customer base. Someone will 
submit an amazing design idea, 
and it usually requires a differ-

ent technique I’m accustomed 
to, and it inspires me to gener-
ate many other pieces using that 
same technique. Some customers 
request items based on the gem-
stone they choose, but others 
have patterns they draw inspira-
tion from. Gemstones absolutely 
inspire me, too.”
   With the small business com-
munity being so tight knit in Las 
Vegas, Hannah has been able to 
use the community to help grow 
her business. 
   “Market in the Alley is always 
a wonderful support structure 
to my small business. The host-

ed markets allow me to connect 
with new customers, make new 
friends, and meet other small 
business owners who have amaz-
ing products. I am extremely 
grateful for all of the opportuni-
ties it presents.”
    Make sure and be on the 
lookout for the next Market in 
the Alley as well as reach the An 
American Metalsmith Instagram 
for where you can find her jewel-
ry throughout the city. 

Contact Maddie Platt:
E: aande.freepress@unlv.edu
M: (760) 702-2841

Custom necklaces designed by American Metalsmith. Photo courtsey of Amberican 
Metalsmith

By Justine Verastigue
Student Submission

   “De Jure Ain’t De Facto” 
creators, Kesler Cervantes 
and Yoana Ontiveros, never 
expected the rapid success 
of their new podcast. What 
started as an idea from pas-
sionate history buffs evolved 
into a fun and witty way to 
think about the past. Cur-
rent Nevada college students 
from UNLV and CSN, 
Yoana Ontiveros and Kesler 
Cervantes, are proving that 
law was never the reality. 
With their new podcast, “De 
Jure Ain’t De Facto,” they 
debunk the written rules of 
society. 
   “De jure” means the law 
and “de facto” is the matter 
of fact. Their hope is to start 
a conversation and spread 
awareness about how the 
people interpreted the law 
through history and court 
cases. 
    The two have com-

pleted their first season 
of their podcast and are 
currently posting their sec-
ond. Throughout these 14 
episodes, they have talked 
about people suing over 
pants, sex discrimination in 
Alabama and the birthing 
bunnies hoax. 
     “Yoana and I had a 
history teacher together back 
in highschool that talked 
about how ‘de jure’ is not 
‘de facto,” Cervantes said. 
“We asked her what that 
meant, and it always stuck 
with us and it became a big 
inspiration to the start of our 
podcast.”
    After high school, On-
tiveros and Cervantes con-
tinued to stay close friends. 
The two gained a lot of 
experience talking about 
politics and the law through 
college and through their 
jobs.
   “I worked at Senator’s 
Jackie Rosen’s office,” On-
tiveros said. “Kesler and I 

also went to the same high 
school where we did school 
debates about the U.S. gov-
ernment in our AP govern-
ment class called ‘We The 
People.’”
    Although Cervantes de-
veloped a strong interest 
in politics and law in high 
school, her connection with 
the topics grew stronger after 
she graduated.
    “After high school I got 
a job at Gary Fales’s law 
firm,” Cervantes said. “I 
was about to almost become 
a paralegal, but I didn’t 
want that for my career.”
   This podcast is the first 
that the partners have 
done together. When they 
first started, they had no 
thoughts about competing 
with existing podcasts for 
ideas. Ontiveros and Cer-
vantes only considered what 
they already wanted to do.
    When they started the 
podcast, they had no idea 
how much the startup would 

cost.
   “We thought that the start 
of our podcast would cost 
little to free,” Ontiveros 
said. “We had no idea that 
the cost would be tons just 
to publish on Spotify and 
Apple Podcast, and also our 
website.”
   The podcast continues to 
grow as they publish more 
episodes. The two are hope-
ful for what the attraction 
will bring to their podcast in 
the future.
    “We hope to reach out 
to more viewers and possibly 
find different ways to bring 
our content to our listeners 
by branching out,” Cervant-
es said. “The only direction 
to go for our podcast is up.”
   Listen to De Jure Ain’t 
De Facto on Spotify.

This is a student submission, not asso-
ciated with the paper. 

Contact Maddie Platt:
E: aande.freepress@unlv.edu
M: (760) 702-2841

The next podcast to boom: “De Jure Ain’t De Facto”
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A how-to guide on eating on Fremont Street
By Carlos Flores
Staff Writer

   Not far from the spectacle of 
the Las Vegas Strip, lies a side of 
Vegas that has been around since 
the beginning, with some of the 
oldest casinos like the Golden 
Nugget and Four Queens still 
standing. Fremont Street has seen 
an incredible rejuvenation over 
the last few years starting with the 
completion of the Container Park 
in 2013. 
    Since then, Downtown Fre-
mont has become a hotspot for 
live entertainment, along with 
amazing bars with strong drinks, 
and a great selection of eateries 
scattered throughout to make sure 
you aren’t hungry for long while 
you zip down Slotzilla, or check 
out the Fremont Street Experi-
ence. 
   Hot dogs wrapped in bacon 
sizzling atop a flat grill along with 
onions, peppers and jalapenos. 
Eventually making its way on a 
bun and smothered with ketchup, 
mayonnaise and mustard. 
   Usually sold in small carts 
outside conventions, concert halls 
and on the streets of downtown 
L.A This not haute cuisine is the 
cornerstone of Dirt Dog, which is 
located near the southeast en-
trance of the FSE. 
    Along with the classic House 
Dog, which is wrapped in bacon 
and covered with special house 
sauce and green chile spread, the 
selection includes a Patty Melt 
Dog, a Dirty Chilli Dog, and 
even an Elote Dog! 
    If you’re not in the mood for 
a hot dog here, they even have a 
selection of fries like Dirty Chilli 
Fries, Carne Asada Fries or Elote 
Fries. At the end of the meal, if 
you still have room, their horch-
ata ice cream or deep fried oreos 
are the way to go.
   But let’s say none of those 
strike your fancy. A small walk 
across the street and you’ll see a 
wall decorated with red white and 
blue motifs of famous daredevil 
Evel Knievel of which this pizze-
ria is named after. 
    In big neon lights, “Live Hard, 
Ride Fast, Eat Pizza” invites you 
in to try what Las Vegas Weekly 
considers “Best Pizzeria” in 2019. 
    Evel Pie drifted onto the 
downtown scene in 2016, based 
out of a pizzeria built in 1979. 
    New york-style pizza ranges 

from their “Balls to the Wall” 
made with meatballs and gravy, 
Hog Heaven, a pizza with bar-
becue sauce, smoked mozzarel-
la, fontina, pulled pork, bacon, 
and red onions, and their “Barry 
White”,  a white pizza made with 
no tomato sauce that has mozza-
rella, pecorino and ricotta cheese.
   Remember in 2019, when Las 
Vegas was swarming with grass-
hoppers for a few weeks? 
     Evel Pie took advantage of 
that and made “The Canyon 
Hopper” A pizza with a base 
of baked goat cheese, caramel-
ized onions and a few healthy 
sprinkles of roasted grasshoppers 
seasoned with lime and garlic. It’s 
no longer available but it goes to 
show the mindset behind the mad 
scientists at Evel Pie. 
   Along with all the crazy and 
weird choices you have, they also 
carry vegan pizza, which has their 
house made tomato sauce and 
vegan cheese. 
     For a little extra you could 
throw in some of their vegan 
meatballs on top for a much 
heartier slice. If pizza isn’t calling 
to you, they also have their Evel’s 
Hot Pocket Rocket Calzone, 
served with tomato sauce, moz-
zarella cheese, pecorino and extra 
virgin olive oil. 
    Along with the pizzeria staples 
of wings, salads and garlic knots, 
Evel pie will hit the spot or die 
trying. 
   Not in the mood for pizza but 
still wanting a piece of americana 
to eat? Just a few doors down 
from Evel Pie , Eureka! invites 
Las Vegans to Eat. Drink. Amer-
ican. 
    A laid back atmosphere with 
craft brews and small batch spir-

its, Eureka! screams americana 
with their selections of burgers, 
wings, sandwiches and tacos.
    Their house made cocktails 
leans towards small batch whiskey 
and bourbon, with classics like 
the old fashioned and penicillin 
along with interesting twists like 
their Tipsy Pig Old Fashioned , 
which is based around a bacon 
infused WhistlePig 10 year rye, 
mixed with bitters and barrel aged 
maple syrup to sweeten it.  
     They even have coffee in 
one of their drinks, the Morning 
Peaches has bourbon, lemon, 
peaches ,vanilla and coffee in-
fused together for a satisfying, 
albeit confusing drink.
    Their most popular burger has 
to be their 28 day dry-aged bone 
marrow burger. A carrot fed an-
gus beef burger topped with bone 
marrow shiitake butter , horserad-
ish mustard aioli, grilled onion , 
and roasted roma tomato. 
     Before that, for an appetizer 
they have their famous Mac and 
Cheese balls, deep fried to per-
fection and topped with parmesan 
cheese and served with ranch. 
     Along with those choices, you 
can get anything from Chicken 
Nachos, Crispy glazed Brussel 
Sprouts, a Spicy Fried Chicken 
Sandwich or a Seared Furikake 
Ahi Tuna Salad. End the whole 
thing with a bourbon barrel cake, 
with candied pecans, bourbon 
caramel and vanilla ice cream. 
     Mixed with the different 
selections of domestic craft beer, 
you’ll be sure to have an Eure-
ka moment when you check this 
place out. 
    Finally, if none of that sounds 
appetizing to you and you’re 
looking for something more 

non-traditional, look into Le 
Thai, located right across the 
street from both Eureka and Evel 
Pie.  
    Thai showcases Chef Dan 
Coughlin’s famous short rib fried 
rice and 3 color curry (a blend 
of red, yellow and green curry), 
homemade Thai noodle soup and 
always fresh signature waterfall 
sauce. 
    Le Thai will also offer a 
daily-weekly special board along 
with a traditional Thai menu 
inspired by Dan’s Thailand-born 
mom and grandma.
    With a traditional Thai menu 
that was inspired by Chef Dan 
Coughlin’s Thailand-born mom 
and grandma, along with his own 
twists to classic dishes,  Le Thai 
has made a name for itself down-
town since it established there in 
2011. 
    Tom Yum Soup, Pad Thai  
and Ga Pow round out the clas-
sics along with newer creations 
like Dan’s famous short rib fried 
rice, which is made with pulled 
beef from short ribs stir-fried with 
waterfall sauce, egg, garlic, yellow 
and green onion and topped with 
cilantro. 
     Dan’s other favorite creation 
is the 3 color curry, his special 
blend of red, yellow and green 
curry and all its vegetables like 
potato, carrots, onion, and bam-
boo shoots.
    Along with all their food 
menu, Le Thai offers a drink 
menu that spans all the way from 
classics like thai tea and thai 
coffee, to sake and cocktails like 
the Wiseman, which is concocted 
with Old Forester Rye Whiskey, 
Carpano Sweet Vermouth, Amaro 
Montenegro, and topped with a 
fresh lemon peel twist. 
    Or their Coco Breeze, a base 
of Ciroc Coconut with banana 
liqueur, honey syrup and fresh 
squeezed lemon juice. 
    These are just some of the 
selections when it comes to eating 
in downtown fremont. Being 
almost a mile long, it’s almost 
impossible to try all the delicious 
food and drink in a few visits 
and with the constantly changing 
landscape, you’ll be sure to find 
something that will quickly be-
come your new favorite place. 

Contact Carlos Flores:
E: manixzerox@gmail.com

The neon sign in front of Evel Pie pizzeria, encouraging costumers to try the 2019 Las 
Vegas Weekly’s “best Pizzeria”.  Photo by Carlos Flores

Follow us on our social media!
@UNLVFreePress@UNLVFreePress
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By Sydney Stoddard
Copy Editor

    While there are always great 
holiday movies and parties, Las 
Vegas itself comes alive with 
Christmas-inspired events that 
you can explore and enjoy this 
season. Get out and into the 
community this December with 
this round-up of Vegas holiday 
events.
    To kick off your December on 
a high note, feel free to roam the 
ever-famous First Friday that will 
be open Dec. 3rd from 6 p.m. 
to 11 p.m. in the Arts District 
Downtown. 
   Come early to catch a good 
parking spot for an event jam-
packed with over 80 vendors and 
50 artists, all themed around the 
holiday season. It is also a great 
place to shop local, grabbing 
cards, gifts, postcards, and other 
artsy goods for your gift list. 
   There will be food, entertain-
ment, galleries, and pop-up shops 
to explore, full of creativity and 
sure to delight you a little beyond 
the typical holiday offerings. 
    Ethel M’s holiday cactus 
garden is a classic for a Vegas 
Christmas, as the chocolate facto-
ry becomes a near-endless trail of 
string lights and cacti. 
   Come by and roam for free 
anytime between 5 p.m. and 10 
p.m. through Jan. 2. It makes 
for a festive date night or friend 
hangout spot, as you can just 
wander, grab a chocolate sample, 
and take pictures with the best of 
our very desert Christmas. 
   Another Vegas holiday classic 
is Opportunity Village’s Magi-
cal Forest. While mostly geared 
towards kids and families, there 
are still some fun things to check 
out for your child-at-heart self. 
It is open from Nov. 26 through 
Jan. 2, Thursday through Sunday, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
    The park will light up with 
holiday train rides, a carousel, 
live entertainment, and an at-
mosphere that feels straight from 
Santa’s workshop. 
   It costs $15-22 a person de-
pending on age and takes place 
at Opportunity Village on Oakey 
Blvd. 
   For more lights and magic, 

explore the Christmas Celebration 
Festival of Lanterns at Cowabun-
ga Bay. 
   Yes, a lantern display at a 
water park sounds a little bizarre, 
but it is supposed to be absolutely 
beautiful and fun, with an im-
mersive Candy Land and Santa 
experience. 
   They also are serving holiday 
delicacies, amidst all the festive 
lanterns glowing. It goes from 
Dec. 1 to 31 every night from 5 
p.m. to 9 p.m. for $26 per adult 
and $22 per child.
   To get your charity, and your 
sneakers, on, there is the annual 
Great Santa Run on Dec. 4 start-
ing at 8 a.m. 
   You will need to sign up ahead 
of time to register for this jolly 
good run supporting our local 
Opportunity Village. 
   Come in a Santa hat and coat 
for the world’s largest collection 
of Santas! Registration costs $40. 
    Another great chance to sup-
port a good cause is St. Jude’s 
Annual Night of Lights at the St. 
Jude’s Ranch for Children. 
   It will feature live local enter-
tainment, reindeer games, hay 
rides, and sugar cookie decorating 
with Mr. and Mrs. Claus. 
   This family-oriented event will 
be on Dec. 11 from 5 p.m. to 8 
p.m. and costs $10 per person for 
entry. 
    We all have trees to fill, and 
shopping local is your best bet to 
support our local community and 
get something truly one-of-a-kind 
for your people. 
    Boulder City’s annual Doo-
dlebug Bazaar makes a comeback 
as colorful as its name, bringing 
together hundreds of local makers 
and artisans that will sell every-
thing from handmade spice mixes 
to sun catchers to pies to orna-
ments and dishware. 
    Truly you can find something 
for everyone on your list as the 
Bazaar takes over Boulder City’s 
Recreation Center from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. 
   Admission is free and there is 
bound to be great food and shop-
ping for everybody, no matter the 
age. 
   If you are looking for more 
artsy vibes, Fergusons has two 
markets coming up to help you 
shop local. First up, there is the 

Small Business Saturday market 
next weekend on Nov. 27 from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. where the whole 
space will feature over 50 makers, 
artists, and small businesses from 
all over. 
    Then, on Dec. 18 and 19, 
they will host a holiday Market in 
the Alley from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
with even more creators you can 
support. There will be everything 
from crystals, vintage cloth-
ing, specialty teas, body butters, 
candles, Vegas-inspired artwork, 
and so, so much more in store at 
Ferguson’s this holiday season. 
    There is also a whole menu 
of entertainment options if you 
want something to take you, your 
friends, and your family to for 
festive music. 
   For the classy chap, the Silver 
Statesmen Barbershop Chorus 
Holiday Concert will be on Dec. 
4 at 2 p.m. at the Clark County 
Library. 
    It is completely free and will 
feature iconic Christmas songs 
and choruses, featuring the great 
voices of this professional group. 
    For the musical theater nerds, 
Henderson amphitheater will host 
a Holiday on Broadway show on 
Dec. 4 at 7 p.m. for absolutely 
free. Come down for Broadway 
hits and favorites, celebrating 
wonderful holiday-inspired num-
bers and fan favorites throughout 
the years. 
    If you have parents or relatives 
to impress with something a little 
fancier, the Smith Center has a 
full list of holiday entertainment 
classics like the Nutcracker and A 
Christmas Carol. 
   A Christmas Carol will run 
from Nov. 23- 28 with 7:30 p.m. 
performances every night and 2 
p.m. performances from Nov. 26 
to 28. 
   Tickets range for $30-40 for 
this Christmas classic. The Nut-
cracker will run from Dec. 11 to 
26 with various times each day 
and tickets ranging from $30 
to $180 depending on seating 
choice. 
   Other Smith Center perfor-
mances include the Las Vegas 
Philharmonic Very Vegas Holi-
day on Dec. 4, with shows at 2 
p.m. and 7:30 p.m. going for $29 
to 121 per ticket depending on 
seating. 
    This renowned orchestra will 
reimagine and deliver gorgeous 
renditions of holiday favorites, 
and is sure to please the more 
musically-minded. 
    UNLV’s Jazz band will also be 
hosting a snappy holiday concert 
on Dec. 10 for free at Summerlin 
Library at 7:30 p.m. 
   Come listen to some jazzy 
classics and support UNLV talent 
while you are at it. Also, unlike 
many of the other music-based 
events, it is completely free to 
attend, which makes it a great 
choice for an adventurous friend 

group, date night, or family out-
ing this holiday season. 
    Another free musical en-
tertainment option is Jessica 
Fichot’s Holiday Around the 
World show which will feature 
festive music selections from 
across the globe with a myriad of 
fascinating and genuine instru-
ments from each region. 
    Fichot will be performing on 
Dec. 10 at 7:30 p.m. at West 
Charleston Library and on Dec. 
12 at 2 p.m. at Windmill Library.   
    Both performances are free of 
charge and family-friendly. 
    For even more jazz, the Las 
Vegas Brass Band will be hosting 
a concert at 2 p.m. at the Clark 
County Library at no charge. 
     They will perform Christmas 
classics and beloved songs of the 
season with all brass instruments. 
    This might also be a fun 
adventure for the jazz-lover, or 
someone who just wants to try 
out something new or have a twist 
on a holiday date night. 
    Finally, there is the Ugly 
Sweater Best Dam Wine Walk 
which sounds absolutely fantastic 
for those of you over 21. 
    It will be a walking wine-tast-
ing across Hoover Dam, featuring 
several local and specialty wines 
and foods that you can judge like 
you are a renowned wine critic. 
    Come in your best ugly sweat-
er to be both fancily adult and 
hilariously corny all at once, with 
Christmas decorations every-
where. 
   The wine walk is $27 per per-
son and runs from 4 p.m. to 8 
p.m. where you will check in at 
My 4 Sons in Boulder City. 
    Take this Christmas season 
as a chance to dive into the Las 
Vegas holiday scene, especially if 
you did not get to last year due to 
COVID-19. 
   There are so many local cre-
ators, musicians, places, and 
magical things for you to explore, 
discover, and include as you 
make your own holiday traditions. 

Contact Sydney Stoddard:
E: sydneycstoddard@gmail.com
M: (702)824-0733

Catch holiday vibes at these Vegas Christmas Events

Ethel M Chocolates located in Henderson, NV. Photo by Larissa Geilen

Graphic by Madison Faries



A look inside the UNLV Rebel Gaming Club
By Kristian Frian-Acosta
Student submisison

   The face-to-face social inter-
action between students would 
have to pause until the virus has 
vanished.   The implications of 
COVID-19 have resulted in stu-
dents having to isolate themselves 
to ensure their safety. Students 
are staying home to prevent the 
spread of the virus and are not 
communicating with others in 
person. 
    “For me, I have not seen 
people interact with each other 
much since things went online,” 
said Julian Lugod, president of 
the Rebel Gaming Club. “So, 
trying to get people to associate 
with each other in a face-to-face 
atmosphere with games leads to a 
fun time.”   
     The Rebel Gaming Club 
created a platform for students 
to come together and play video 
games. Lugod wanted students at 
home to feel very much connect-
ed to others around the universi-
ty.   
    “The main driving force has 
been human interaction. People 
are just excited to meet again,” 
Lugod said. “New students want 
to be a part of fun new things, so 
we make sure they get that expe-
rience here.”   
     One of the newest officers of 
the Rebel Gaming Club, Chelsea 
Acdan, has already made friends. 
The amount of time that other 
members have asked her to play 
games makes her feel right at 
home, she said.   
    “I’m a first-year, and help-
ing out with the team and events 
have been a lot of fun,” Acdan 
said. “I really enjoy making 

graphics, and it has helped me to 
meet a lot of people.”   
   COVID-19 may keep students 
from meeting together in small 
compact quarters but not over the 
web.   
    Within this organization, most 
of the meetings and interactions 
are online. Which has led to more 
opportunities for students to par-
ticipate in their events, he said. 
 
    “During this COVID-19 pe-
riod, we were able to host online 
events smoothly,” Lugod said. 
“We had the lucky opportunity to 
get funding to supply the orga-
nization because a lot of other 
sporting clubs have had to shut 
down for safety reasons.”   
    The lives and daily routines of 
students who attend UNLV have 
changed. As a result, making this 
club more accessible for every-
one increased the chances of new 
members joining regularly.
     The Rebel Gaming Club has 
implemented a discord group chat 
to provide students at UNLV with 
exciting moments.  
    “After launching our discord, 

we have had a lot of new mem-
bers wanting to join the club,” 
Lugod said. “It makes such an 
enormous difference that our offi-
cers are very sociable, and it helps 
to promote interaction with other 
students.”   
    While this club wants its 
members to enjoy video games, it 
intends to pair students to make 
lifelong friendships. Therefore, 
having similar tastes in games 
usually leads to more open con-
versation between two students.  
    “We strive to find two people 
who like to play the same game 
and have them connect with each 
other better,” Acdan said. “A 
healthy bonding experience.”   
   UNLV has made it a priority to 
have resources for students who 
need assistance. The support has 
also extended to the Rebel Gam-
ing Club, making it easier to get 
events approved.  The university 
provided Rebel Gaming with the 
space and technology to continue 
its activities. Having this support 
has made getting new team mem-
bers to join in on the fun less 
challenging.

    “They have done a lot for us, 
and I hope we can continue to 
work together into the future,” 
Lugod said. “It has been an in-
credibly positive experience this 
semester.”   
     COVID-19 has changed the 
college lifestyle for students at 
UNLV, and the everyday inter-
actions between them will always 
be a little different. However, the 
Rebel Gaming Club has provided 
a platform for students to have 
fun and socialize. 
   The best days to see this club 
in action are Friday, Saturday, 
and Sunday. New events are be-
ing integrated into the schedule to 
allow more chances for students 
to attend. Acdan wants Rebel 
Gaming to stay around for as 
long as possible and become one 
of the leading UNLV clubs. 
   “So, as every new semester ap-
proaches, hopefully, this club can 
be there too.”
     The Rebel Gaming Club 
would like to emphasize that 
anyone who wants to give it a try 
should do it. Opportunities are 
coming up to see this club, and 
students should not miss out on 
all the fun. 
     “For all the students who see 
all the flyers around campus and 
online, we do this for fun,” Julian 
said. “This experience is for those 
who love to enjoy games with 
other students, and if that suits 
you, this is the place to be.” 

This is a student submission, not asso-
ciated with the paper.  

Contact Maddie Platt:
E: aande.freepress@unlv.edu
M: (760) 702-2841

Upcoming Series onUpcoming Series on
November 5
Big Mouth: Season 5
Narcos Mexico: Season 3

November 17
Tiger King 2

November 19
Cowboy Bebop

November 23
Jonas Brother Family Roast

November 24
Selling Sunset: Season 4

November 25
F is for Family: Season 5

November 26
School of Chocolate

December 3
Money Heist: Season 5 Part 2
The Great British Baking Show: Holidays
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